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- Ot ROBERT DAY, Eſq. 
| Chairman of the County of Dublin, 


The Addreſs of the Suzrree, GRand- 


Joxr and MacrsTRATBS. 
SIR, 


WE cannot fuſfer this buſy a fas 8 


tiguing Seffion of the Peace to cloſe 
without acknowledging, in terms of the 
warmeſt approbation, our Senſe of your 


Conduct fince your appointment to the 
Chair of the County of Dublin. We 


know not whether to commend moſt, 
your indefatigable aſſiduity in the diſ- 


charge of a difficult duty, your pati- 


_ ence, temper and humanity in the ad- 


miniſtration of Juſtice, or your profeſ- 
. fional abilities in the interpretation of 
the Law; and we doubt not as your 


exertions have already contributed much 
to the good order of our County, ſo a 
ſteady perſeverance in the like conduct 
will be crowned with the moſt ſalutary 
conſequences. | 
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Accept alſo our thanks for your many 
judicious. and inftruQive Charges, but 
particularly for your late moſt ſeaſonable 
and conſtitutional. one, the publication 
of which we unanimouſly deſire; and 
be * of 2 4 c er - eſteem and 

Signed by order of the 1 

| Joszrn ATxztnson, Sheriff. 
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To the High Seriff, Grand. Mu and 
Magiſtrates of the County of Dublin. 
GENTLEuRN, | 
Your Addreſs was as unexpected as it 
is flattering. I did not know that my 
humble endeavours in the diſcharge of 
my duty had entitled me to obſervation 
ſo diſtinguiſhed and ſo honourable. Had 
I wanted incentive to the execution of a 
Charge whoſe importance I feel, and to 
' which I am devoted, your over-rating 
partiality has furniſhed the moſt power- 


ful the praiſe of men, themſelves the 
moſt 3 and reſpectable. : 


ROBERT DAY. 


CHARGE, 


| Gentlemen of the Grond Fury, 


Y OU are brought together at this 
Periodical return of our General Sefſions 
of the Peace, to diſcharge a Duty of 
great and vital importance to the County 
of Dublin, and the Community at large ; 
to call forth into life and action the 
Criminal Law---to deliberate upon, and 
weigh in the ſcales of equal and diſpaſ- 
ſionate juſtice, ſuch Charges as ſhall be 
ſubmitted to you againſt divers of your 
Fellow-ſubjeQs---to put ſuch of them 
in a courſe of Trial as ſhall be made out 
to your ſatisfaction, either upon the evi- 
dence of your own ſenſes, or upon the 
ulua voce, or written evidence of Accu- 
8 ſers- 


6 ')- 
ſers---and thus to Aadidate and promote 
the general police and good order of 
your County. I am ſenſible that the 
| duration of each Seſſion, and the fre- 
quent return of this duty in the County 
of Dublin, are attended with no incon- 
fiderable inconvenience to Country Gen- 
tlemen; but you will reflect how ſmall F 
a price you pay in this occaſional trou- 
% ble, for the eſſential advantages derived 
upon Yourſelves and the Public, from a 
conſcientious. and diligent diſcharge of 
your duty. To impreſs you with a 
juſt ſenſe of the importance of this 
Truſt, it may not be amiſs, particu- 
larly at this critical juncture, to trace 
briefly the Criminal Law of your 
oy 9 55 its ts Elementaty Pore. | 


| "When Civil Society was nftitated, 
-it was found neceſſary, that the Conſti- 
tuent Members ſhould reſign a certain 
portion of their Natural liberty, (or to 
EE. > 8 | uſe 


| „ 
uſe the cant expreſſion of the day, a 
certain portion of the © Rights of Man,) 
with a view to ſecure the remainder. 
The unreſtrained enjoyments of every 
Individual in a State of Nature were 
found incompatible with human happi- 
neſs, or the exiſtence of the Social State 
for which Man was obviouſly formed; 
for the Weak, it is evident, muſt in that 
ſtate he Victims to the Strong the Sim- 
ple and the Honeſt muſt be the unpro- 
tected Dupes of every deſigning or daring © 
Knave. To obviate theſe evils it was 
that Civil Government: was eſtabliſhed = 
wherein Rules of conduct and the moral 
Obligations of Juſtice : from Man to Man 
were preſcribed, the impulſes of Appe- 
tite were controuled by commenſurate 
Penalties, ſtrength and power ceaſed to 
be the arbiters of property, and univer- 
ſal and equal protection was ſubſtituted 
for the wild exceſſes and dominion of 


8 paſſions. How far that profeſſed. 
IT * 2 object 


„ 
object of all Government has been at- 
tained in other States, it is not our buſi- 
neſs now to enquire; it is enough for us 
to know, that every peaceful Subject 
| who repoſes under the ſhade of the Bri- 
_ tiſh Conſtitution * that proudeſs Monu- 
ment of human Wiſdom and Integrity,” * 


The Ohſervation of a great Stateſman (Mr. Fox) 
moſt egregiouſly miſapplied to the French Revoluti- 


on that tremendous Convulſion which has crum- 


bled into duſt the Throne, the Church, the State, 
all the ſacred and venerable Inſtitutions of a tower- 
ing and powerful Monarchy—that Revolution (if a 
much-honoured term muſt be ſo proſtituted) which 


has degraded, exiled, extinguiſhed, the old Nobility 


| and original Gentry, the Clergy and landed property 
of a great and ancient Nation, and delivered it over 
2 prey to a few deſperate and deteſtable Adventurers, 


governing hy a furious and ſanguinary Rabbla! 
Even the Founders. of this « proud Monument” 


have been ſucceſſively ſwept off amidſt the general 
havoc in one Equality of ruin—Canum fera acta ſuo- 


rum; the prey of their own Hell- hounds, Victims 


to their own diabolical doctrines and the only con- 
lolation left is the awful warning held out to mankind 
by this korrid hiſtory againſt the rage of Innovation. 


enjoys 


ta } 
mi the moſt petſec ſecurity for his 
life, liberty, property and- reputation. 
The means whereby that important end 
is attained, are the Civil Code and the 
Criminal Code; the latter of which is 


your peculiar and appropriated province; 5 


—a Code inſtituted for the puniſhment 
and controul of public Offences, and 
which, with the impartiality of Death, 
* knows no diſtinction between the 

* * 2 * e n 
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But while the Britifh Coaſtitution 
provides adequate puniſhment for Guilt, 
it has encompaſſed Innocence with im- 
penetrable lines of defence and ſecurity. 
The life and liberty of an Iriſhman are 
ſacred, The Law doth tender them ſo 
dearly, that no man can be convicted 
but on the oaths of at leaſt Twenty-four 
of his Equals; Twelve at leaſt of the 
Grand Jury (whofe condition. is. likely 


to 


V, 


(147). 
to Taiſe them above undue influence) 


muſt concur to find the Bill of India- 


ment, and Twelve Petit Jurors, (ſecur- 
ed by the privilege of Challenge againſt 
all prejudice to the Prifoner) muſt con- 
cur to convict upon that bill. —T aſk you, 
| Gentlemen, is there a man amongſt you 
** is not conſcious, and feels not that 
under the Britiſh Conſtitution, to be In- 
nocent is to be Secure? To be Innocent 
is to be above the reach of malice, wealth 
and power? We know of but one Law 
for the proudeſt Peer of the Realm, and 
the pooreſt Peaſant who crawls upon the 
earth; a mild and equal Code; which, 
like the Deity, is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons, but pervades, controuls and che- 
riſhes alike the whole Syſtem ! the Poor 
Man's Friend——his ſhield and ſecurity 
againſt the ſtrong arm of Power ! 'The 
Popular Order of the State, in fact, is 
the moſt eſſentially intereſted in main- 
taining inviolate the Law, under whoſe 
happy 


.) 

happy influence and protection, induſtry, 

ingenuity and perſonal exertion, (the 
only patrimony of that claſs of man- 

— are ſtimulated, foſtered and invi- 


The Britiſh. Conſtitution is ſo a 
mailineined to us by uninterrupted en- 
thoughtleſs minds ſurveyed its beauties 
without much emotion or ſenſibility. 
The charming Scene always lying in our 
view, one is too apt at laſt to behold it 
with apathy and indifference. But, 
Gentlemen, who that = heart to 
feel, or an ROS reflect, but 
muſt be rouzed by the calamities of 
France, to an animated ſenſe of the un- 
rivalled excellencies of our Conſtitution, 
and of the ſound and rational liberty, 
which is our indefeiſible inheritance? 
Mark the effect of thoſe diſtractions upon 


your — of Great Britain; 
15 | that 
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dipnified aa wy ae They 
know the value of their Conſtitutien, 


and they venerate it with the enthuſiaſm 
of Idolaters —a happy combination of 


the higheſt degree of practical Liberty 
with the energy and vigour ef the Mo- 
narchical form—a * well-poifed ſyſtem of 


Government, perfected and mellowed by 


the wifdom of Ages; admired and ce- 


lebrated by the moſt enlightened Sages 


of ancient, as well as of modern times 


 — 2700 years ago by the Roman Hiſto- 
rian in its cradle, and in the preſent 


century by the French Philoſopher in its 


maturity. If Sedition affail the venera- 


ble Fabric, they embrace its columns, 
refolved to ſtand by it or -periſh in the 
ruins they rally round the Throne of 
e e — and 


* beuge. 


| . drown 


* 


| K | 

drown the ſtorm with * acclamations of 
loyalty, from end to end of the Ifland- 
They laugh at the malignant folly of 
thoſe Human Devils, who offer them 
wild Theory for ſubſtantial Enjoyment ; 
and under pretence of amending their 


condition, would ſubſtitute for genuine 


Liberty the vileſt and moſt ſavage of all 
dominations, the Tyranny of an unbri- 
dled Multitude. If our Syſtem, ſay they, 
has in the lapſe of years contracted 
ſpecks, there is a recuperative quality 
in the Corftitution, which enables it to 
purge and ſlough off without innovation 
or violence its own impurities. If there 
be defects in our Syſtem, recolle& we 
are but Men, and that perfection is not 
the lot of Human Nature Judge, 


Alluding to the Addreſſes from all quarters of 
the United Kingdom to his Majeſty, expreſſing the 
moſt rooted abhorence of the new Philoſophy of 
France, and an ardent and unſhaken devotion to 
the Britiſh Conſtitution. | 


D. | Gentlemen, 


2 

Gentlemen, of the tree by its fruit. 

proſperity unexampled in the world; a 

gigantic growth in commerce, manufac- 

tures, wealth, arts and learning; and 
let me add, a correſponding and ſtill 

more rapid growth in the wealth and 

proſperity of zhis Kingdom ſince the 
1 year 1782, when we were reftored to 
| the enjoyment and uſufruct of that 
0 | Conflitation. 


Glien the ſame reſtleſs and 
evil Spirit has been buſy here too. In 
fact, the richeſt ſoils will often throw 
up the moſt noxious weeds. So in the 

| beſt conſtructed Syſtems of Government 
there will be found men of miſguided 
and vicious propenſities, who diſcover 

too late, that honeſt induſtry is the 
ſtraighteſt road to wealth, and a virtuous 
application of talents the ſureſt courſe to 
honeſt fame. Bankrupt in fortune and 


charaQer, they ſicken amidſt the univer- 
ſal 


{ 


(19 ) 
ſal proſperity of their Country; they 
ſurvey with envy and diſguſt, that ge- . 
neral happineſs which they do not ſhare; _ 
and they confederate without remorſe 
againſt the moſt revered Eſtabliſhments, 
hoping upon the ruins to lift themſelves 
to ſudden and ill-earned power. Such 
men, as long as they eſcape the public 
Executioner, have an intereſt in agitating 
the Country ; they have nothing to loſe 
—and in a ſcramble they may gain ſome- 
thing. Who can behold without afflic- 
tion, the deſperate labours of Parricides 
to diſturb the peace and interrupt the 
growth of this flouriſhing Kingdom ? 
fictitious Grievances and chimerical 
Expectations of I know not what new- 
fangled Equality, are held forth to delude 
the Credulous and Uninformed Claſſes of 
the people; though it is certain that one 
of the peculiar advantages of theſe Coun- 
tries, is, the diverſified Inequality and 
gradual Sybordination which obtains 
; _ 
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amongſt us, (as various as the various 


talents and capacities of Man,) and the 


| ſupport which our ſeveral Ranks and 


Claſſes adminiſter to each other. The 
moſt pernicious Doctrines are inculeated, 
and with a buſy malignity circulated 
in news- papers, cheap pamphlets and 
hand-bills. Bodies of the people have 
actually been invited, with the moſt un- 
paralleled audacity,“ to arms.” In- 
defatigable pains are taken to diſaffect 


the public againſt the Legiſlature; to 


Among many criminal effuſions of the Preſs at 
this time, the moſt conſpicuous perhaps is a Liþel 
publiſhed 16th Dec. 1792, of a moſt inflammatory 
and ſeditious tendency, intitled An Addreſs from 
te the Society of United Iriſbmen to the Volunteers 


« of Ireland William Drennan Chairman, Arch. 


« Ham. Rowan Secretary,” ſummoning the Vo- 
lunteers in expreſs terms 10 arms. The obvious 
defign of this Paper is to excite the People. to 
over-awe the Legiſlature with an armed Force, and 


finally to ſubvert the Conſtitution and Government 
of the Country. | 


223 


( 21 ) 
bring the Executive Authority of the 
Land into contempt ; to hold forth as a 
model for our imitation a bankrupt and 


diſtracted Nation, ſtained with the blood 
of her beſt Citizens, and exulting, per- 


haps at. this moment, in the Murder of 


a mild and innocent * Sovereign; a 
Nation lately the ſeat of arts, elegance, 
refinement and ſcience—now undone in 


the purſuit of a fantaſtical, impracticable 


Liberty; whoſe Religion is Atheiſm, 
and whoſe Politics are univerſal Con- 
queſt and the diffolution of all legitimate 
Government. 


4 


Gentlemen, the alarm Ls ſo ſe- 
rious and general as to call loudly for 


; The ſavage and deliberate Murder here fore- 
ſeen, which ſhocked and revolted Mankind, was 
perpetrated the 21ſt Inſt. upon Charges unſubſtan- 
tiated by a ſhadow of Evidence, and even in vio- 
lation of the expreſs Articles of their own ſhort- 
lived Conſtitution. © 7 


the 


7 4. 
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| 6 
the interpoſition of Government; and 
it muſt be owned that the Government 
has ſtepped forth with the moſt lauda- 
ble vigour and the happieſt effect. A 
ſeaſonable Proclamation has been iſfued 
by the Lord Lieutenant and Council, 
warning thoſe Diſturbers of the Peace, 
whether under the Style of Nationa / 
Guards, or any other they might aſſume, 
of the dangerous precipice on which 
they ſtood. ——PFortunately the hint was 
taken; for let me tell thoſe Gentlemen, 
that the raiſing and keeping toge- 
ther numbers of armed men, againft the 
expreſs commands of the Executive Autho- 
rity, particularly if for the reform of ima- 
ginary, or even of real public grievances, 
have been adjudged to be a conſtructive 
levying of war againſt the King, and of 
courſe High Treaſon. The Conſtitution 
avows no courſe of procetding for a 


v roſt 211. 1 Hawk. 54. 6th Edit. 
p 4 redreſs 
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_ of gtievances but by Petition to 
any oneor all of the three branches of the 
Legiſlature, conducted in a peaceable, | 

orderly and reſpectful manner; a right 
diſputed by the arbitrary and infatuated 
, Houſe of Stuart, but unequivocally 
aſſerted at the glorious Revolution in the 
famous Bill of Rights. But, Gentlemen, 
an attempt by intimidation and vio- 
lence to ooerce a redreſs of grievances, to 
force the enacting of a new, or the re- 
peal of a ſubſiſting Act of Parliament, 
is a proceeding of a very different com- 
plexion indeed; it is in conſtruction of 
Law nothing leſs than to wage war 
againſt the King —it is High Treaſon.— 
The Government has alſo taken vigorous 
meaſures to cruſh every ſymptom of in- 
ſurrection and tumult in the country; 
and to apprehend and bring to juſ- 
tice all Sowers of Sedition---Sedition, 


8 Doug. 570. 


which 


J 
vrhich is ſmothered Treaſon ; whoſe ob- 
ject is Commotion and civil Convulſion, 
and which leads of courſe to the per- 

petration of every Crime — And let 

me remind my brethren the Magiſtrates | 
in the moſt ſolemn manner in the pre- 
ſence of our County, that a more than 
ordinary vigilance and exertion is ex- 
pected from them at this criſis, when 
the friends of anarchy and confuſion 

are unuſually active. They cannot ren- 
der a more ſolid ſervice to their Coun- 
try, than by counteracting the malig- 
-” nant induſtry of Clubs and Societies 
united, under the colour pf Reform, for 
the moſt criminal purpoſes; indefatiga- 
ble in circulating the moſt miſchievous 
ppinions, and intent on ſubverting the 
hole fabric of Government. Such 
""Confederacies are juſt objects of unceaſ- 
ing jealouſy, vigilance and controul. The 

Magiſtrates ſhould hunt them through 

their moſt ſecret coverts, and never give 

them 


/ 
. 


- $38: 2 | 
them quarter. It is their duty to diſ- 
perſe, and if refraQory, commit to the 
Members: it is, in one word, their duty to 
diſperſe all meetings of a ſcditious ten- 
dency, and to commit all who diſtribute 

ſeditious writings, or hold ſeditious and 

treaſonable Converſations. For, Gen- 
tlemen, though mere words can 
not amount to an Overt- at of Trea- 
ſon, unleſs ® uttered in contemplation 
of ſome traitorous purpoſe, actually on 
foot or intended, and in proſecution of 
it, yet when ſpoken in contempt of the 
| King or of his Government, whereby his 
Majeſty may be leſſened in the eſteem 
of his Subjects, and his Government 

weakened, I ſay + words ſo uttered are 
highly criminal and puniſhable by fine 
and impriſonment, and even by pillory. 
Much more criminal muſt ſeditious 
uriting be, as Writing imports a delibe- 


* 


* Foſt. 200. 
I Hawk. 92, 3. 6th Edit. 


E | rate 
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| : rate 20, and if publiſned may, under 
certain circumſtances amount, even to an 
covert act of High Treaſon.— The Ma- 


giſtrates are alſo particularly called upon 


to caution all Publicans and Victuallers 
within our juriſdiction, againſt ſuffer- 
ing their houſes to be converted into 
dens of ſedition and confederacy, under 
pain, not only of being ſtript of their 
Licences, but of being reſponſible for 
the crimes of thoſe whom they harbour. 
The moſt dangerous and deſtrutive 
bee in the Univerſe would be Man, 
but for the reſtraints impoſed upon him 

by bee bers and human Inſtitutions. 
Religion and Law are the chains which 
are thrown round Man in the Social 
State; and which fetter and bind him 
down to his good behaviour. But in 
. vain does the Legiſlature ſpeak, if the 
Magiſtrate will not a in vain do we 


* 1 Hale. 118. 798. 
2 5 boaſt 
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* 
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1 
boaſt of the beſt Syſtem of Criminal 


Juriſprudence in the world, if it be al- 


lowed to ſleep in the Statute - book, in 
ſtead of being executed with vigour and 


inflexibility. It can not be denied that 
a general relaxation and imbecillity in 


the adminiſtration of Criminal Juſtice 


has long been the reproach and misfor- 
tune of Ireland. It is the obſervation 
ol a humane Philoſopher, © that the 
« greateſt ckeck to crimes is not the 


„ cruelty but the infallibility, not the 
« ſeverity but the certainty of puniſh- 
% ment.” Let the Executive authority 
be liberal and mild, but let it be vigi- 
lant, firm and inflexible, and we. ſhall 


ſeldom have occaſion to reſort to the 
ſeverities of the Law. We know that 


the moſt likely. means of human happi- 


| neſs are obedience to the Laws. and the 


maintenance of eſtabliſhed Order and 


* Beccaria c. 27. N 
. well- 


. 
well- regulated power. In England it is 
well and truely ſaid that a Conſtable's 
Staff executes the Law. The ſolid and 
rational liberty of that happy Nation 
her ſplendour in arts and arms, in 
commerce and literature, in every thing 
that elevates and refines the nature of 
Man, is not more the reſult of juſt and 
equal Laws, than the reward of a vigo- 
rous execution of thoſe Laws, and of a 
willing and implicit obedience to them. 


But vain will be the exertions of 

Magiſtracy, vain the interpoſition even 
of Government, if the Gentlemen of 
influence and authority amongſt us do 
not ſtep out and ſecond thoſe exertions. 
We muſt no longer content ourſelves 
veith merely wi/bing well to our Country; 
the time is come when men muſt a&, 
when every friend to Social Order will 
form round our unrivalled Conſtitution, 


and * a * conduct in his neigh- 
bourhood, 


( 29 )) 
bourhood, ſuſtain the Magiſtrate in pre- 
ſerving the public peace. Whatever 
ſpeculative differences may exiſt in the 


Country, depend upon it, every man 


loves Order in - proportion as he loves 
Liberty. In ſhort, that Civil Liberty, 
which we boaſt to be our beſt birth- 
right, is but a deluſion, when unaccom- 
panied by a ſtrict and h execu- 
tion of the Law. 


One word more before I diſmiſs you. 
At a former Seſſion, I had occaſion to 
deplore the fatal ſpirit of Combination 
which raged in that part of the Capital 
to which our Juriſdiction extends. That 
baneful ſpirit happily hath been ſup- 
preſſed through the activity of our 
Magiſtrates, and ſpme ſeaſonable exam- 
ples made by this Court; and the 
Artizans have once more returned to 
their looms, and to the peaceful exerciſe 
of their ſeveral occupations. Nor ſhould 

8 | | it 


3 „ 5 
it in juſtice to them be forgotten that 


much pains had been taken to inflame 
and excite ſome of the needieſt and moſt 
deſtitute among the Journeymen, and to 
| affiliate them into ſubordinate Jacobin 
Clubs, for the blackeſt and moſt atroci- 
ous. purpoſes ; but that they have in ge- 
neral had the virtue and good ſenſe to 
reſiſt the infamous propoſals. Thus de- 
porting themſelves, they have an irre- 


ſiſtible claim to our beſt offices and exer- 


tions. Whilſt they are employed in ho- 
neſt induſtry, and in advancing the ma- 
nufactures of their Country, it behoves us 
to ſee that Foreſtallers and Ingroſſers 
* Foreſtalling, which is the generic term and 
comprehends the offences of regrating and ingroſ- 
fing, is thus indignantly denounced by the old Law : 
&« Pauperum depreſſor, totius communitatis et patrie 
rc inimicus, lucrum fitiens vitioſum, 10. convittus gra- 
tc viter amercietur ; 20. ſubeat judicium pilloriæ; 30. 
rc incarceretur et redimatur ; 40. abjuret villam. 3 Inſt. 
195. — At this day it is puniſhable at common 
| a. law 


( 32 ) | 
do not enhance the Neceſſaries of life, 
and add further burdens to our Tradeſ- 
men already ſtruggling under too many 
difficulties. Gentlemen, this abominable 
practice demands your moſt active In- 
quiry ; and if any amongſt you have 
Z perſonal knowledge of it, you ought not 

to wait for the return of Informations 
to you upon the ſubject, but are bound 
by your oath, to diſcover and preſent 
the Offender that he may be indicted.— 
And let me addreſs a word to you out of 
your capacity of Grand Jurors ; as Gen- 
tlemen of feeling and fenfibility : 
me recommend to you an Aſſociation—— 
nay, ftart not at the word an Aﬀo- 


law by fine and. impriſonment. —The 5 and 6 Edw. 
6. 14. Eng. Stat. deſcribe thoſe ſeveral offences 
with great preciſion. « A Foreflaller is one who 
buys up victuals, or other commodities on their way 
to market—a Regrator, who buys victuals in the 
market and ſells them in the ſame market or any 
other within 4 miles of it—and an Ingraſſer, who | 
* great quantities of victuals to ſell again.” 


ciation 
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lation for-the relief of diſtreſſed» Arti- 
zans. If we myſt have Aſſociations 
amongſt us, for God's ſake let us ſet the 
example of one for a virtuous purpoſe 
not for preſerving game, nor for 
preſerving covers and propagating ver- 
min, nor for circulating libels and ſe- 
dition in ſhort; not to adminiſter to 
the luxuries; the folly, or malignity of 
Man. Let us Aſſociate for the relief 
of the poor Manufacturers of the Liber- 
ties, whoſe ſufferings- at this dear and 
pinching ſeaſon, challenge our ſympa- 
thy, and whoſe patience and good con- 
duct under their'ſufferings demand our 
; wanmeſt_approbatron. and appianic. ws 


. 


Gentlemen, I have detained. you too 
= long from the diſcharge of your duty, 
C | ; and of the important buſineſs Wye 
| * 1 en. 
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A CHAR G E, &e. 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 
'T ur auty which we are this day in 
our combined capacities called together 
to diſcharge, however familiarized by 
its frequent return, is the moſt ſerious | 
and awful incidental to the human 
condition. In this ſolemnity we ſee 
nothing leſs than Man exerciſing one of 
the great prerogatives of his Creator, 
and fitting in judgment upon Man. 


- 


It © 


+8 1 
1 e h ſociety, 


for which we are formed, could not hold 
together without the right to ordain, 
and the authority to inflict, capital pu- 
riſhment. Man is the flave of turbu- 
lent and domineering paſſions, which 
can hardly be controuled, or public or- 
der preſerved, even by the formidable 
ſanction of death. But if heavy and 
exem plary puniſhments; and even death 
itſelf, muſt be inflicted for the benefit 
and maintenance of ſociety, it becomes 
a ſacred 1 to ourſelves, while we 
| diſcharge this momentous truſt, to exa- 
mine whether our ſyſtem of criminal 
juriſprudence be ſo contrived, that the 
ſword of the law ſhall fall only upon 
the guilty neck ; and whether the pre- 
' cautions thereby provided for the pro- 
tection of life and liberty be ſuch as 
innocence may well confide in, and 
SUES, power, 


BP 
power, wealth and malice aſſault in 


vain. Nor will the inquiry into that 
vital part of our laws and government 


be thought unſeaſonable at a time when 


men are found amongſt us who would 
depreciate, and with raſh and parricidal 
hands pull down the whole of that 
antient and venerable fabric. At 
ſuch a time you will not think a 
few moments ill-employed in contem- 
plating the happy effects of our crimi- 
nal ſyſtem, appreciating its eminent ad- 
vantages, and renewing thus occaſion» 
ally our homage of gratitud® fo that 
beſt of Conſtitutions under which we 
may all enjoy in fearleſs ſecurity every 
civil 2 of life. 


The Criminal Jorifprilamce of d | 
_ realms conſiſts of three great component 
members; the Grand Jury, the Court, 

and the Petit Jury; to each of which 
Axe 


% 
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[#3 
are e their diſtinct and appros 
priate functions. 


In this diftcibution of fan(tions, 1 to 
the Grand Fury is alloted the grateful 


taſk of protecting innocence againſt | 


falſe and malignant accuſation. Such 


is the caution and tenderneſs of our 


criminal law, that it allows no ſubject 
to anſwer any charge which has not 
previouſly been fubmitted to the ſeru- 
tiny, and received the ſanction, of a | 
Grand Jury. Where the right of accu- 
ſation 150 uncontrouled, the ſecurity of 


2 INN@cence, muſt be precarious indeed. 


Povegty, ſimplicity, virtue, are but fee- 


blefand unequal competitors with pow- 


er, cunning and malice. The inſtitu- 
tion, therefore, of an intermediate body 


between accuſation and trial is a proud 


and beautiful feature of the Britiſn 
922 


LS] 
Conſtitution ; worthy of its benignity 


and wiſdom; founded in a juſt jealouſy . 
of- power and human malignity, and in * 


a tender ſolicitude for the civil rights 
of the ſubject. The Grand Inqueſt, 


compoſed of twenty-three of our peers, 
ſelected for their independence and I 


character from the body of the County, 


acting under the ſolemn obligation f 
an Oath, are appointed to exerciſe a ſe- 
| vere and inquiſitorial judgment. upon 


every charge, and to ſtamp it with their 
verdict, before the party accuſed ſhall 
be at the trouble of accounting for the 
* act W to him. 


The e of the Court is to ſee 


that the crime be alleged in the in- 
ditment ſo clearly and preciſely, that 
the defendant may know what the 
charge is which he is called upon to 

anſwer; 


* 
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answer; that all evidence in its nature 


4 irrelevant and incompe- 
tent, 8 worn: at the trial; that the 
hw arifing out of the evidence be 
faithfully and correctly interpreted to 
the jury; that the Judge do watch 
over the legal rights of the defendant, 
and, as far as they are concerned, even 
be his counſel; and that juſtice be 
executed in mercy, according to the 
true ſpirit of our conſtitution, ſolemn- 
ly inculcated in the coronation oath. 
_« Judges,” ſays the humane and elo- 
quent Fofter, © ſhould have written on 
& their hearts the folemn engage- 
„ ment of their King, to cauſe law 
« and juſtice to be executed in mer- 
a 5 in all his judgments,” 


The 1 and of courſe, the Fate 
of the priſoner, finally depend upon 
the 


[E536 
the uncontroulable voice of the Petit 
Jury; that ſimple, excellent and effec- 
tual bulwark againſt injuſtice and 
oppreſſion, What greater ſecurity for 
life and liberty can be eaſily ima- 
gined, or can innocence deſire, than 
the certainty that we cannot be di- 
veſted of either but by the unani- 
mous deciſion of twelve of our honeſt 
and impartial Equals? The invention 
of this ſpecies of trial has been at- 
tributed 'to the ſuperior. genins of 
Alfred; but however improved it 
might have been by him, its inſtitu- 
tion ſeems coeval with the firſt civil 
government of England. Our ſturdy 
anceſtors conſidered the Trial by Jury 
the Palladium of their Liberties ; they 
enforced its confirmation by Magna 
Charta, and preſerved it unimpaired 
through every conqueſt and change of 
33 e govern- 


* 
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government. God grant that the noble 
Inſtitution may never degenerate ; may 
never become the inſtrument of power, 
or the dupe of faction! Depend upon 
it, the boaſted liberty of this flouriſh- 

ing empire cannot long ſurvive the 

purity, firmneſs and diſpaſſionate im- 
partiality of Petit Juries. 


Thus the Grand Jury, which con- 
trouls and ſtifles improper accuſation; 

the Court, which holds an even hand 
between the Public and the Accuſed ; 
and the Petit Fury, who look into 
the evidence of men's actions, and 
from thence into their motives and 
hearts, bear their ſeveral and diſtin 
parts in this admirable arrangement; 
all co-operating, as far as human wiſ- 
dom could contrive, to ſecure alike 
the protection of innocence and the 
puniſhment of guilt. | — 
N And 


k , 
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And what have been the effects of 
this happy ſyſtem of juriſprudence ? 
Has it not aſfured our property, ſtimy- 
lated our huſbandman and ' manufac- 
turer, and generated and foſtered that 
induſtry and ingenpity which have 
glutted the markets of the world with 
the commodities of the Britiſh empire? 
Hence that univerſal confidence in the 
vigour and indiſcriminating equality 
of our law, which hath converted 
' theſe little iſlands into an aſylum for 

Misfortune, and a depot of the ſpecie | 
and wealth of Europe. But the moſt 
flattering teſtimony to this excellent 
ſyſtem, as well as to the general prin- 
ciples of our conſtitution, is that of 
France herſelf. That unhappy nation, 
after wading through ſeas of blood 
and horrors unutterable in purſuit of 


her favourite phantom, ſeems at laſt 
| awakening 


14 J 


awakening from her fatal deluſion ; 
and we hear her now acknowledge the 
pre-eminence of the trial by jury, and 
that true rational liberty is to be 
found only under a government com- 
poſed of three balancing eſtates. 
Thoſe important truths, however, ſhe 
might have learned at leſs expenſe; 
_ truths ſo clearly exemplified amongſt 
her neighbours of Great Britain, who 
are the firſt people in the world that 
have taught the true theory and 
ſcience of government. There ſhe 

might have ſeen a people poſſeſſing 
as large a portion of real liberty. as 1s 
conſiſtent with a ſtate of ſociety the 
liberty of doing every thing right, 
and reſtrained only from doing wrong; 
every man's juſt rights, the fruits of 
his induſtry and talents, his perſon, 
the free exerciſ e of his right” 
ſecured. 


| * ] 
PE Wy to the extent of his moſt an- 
guine wiſhes... ent 


Gentlemen, we have the ſame com- 
mon law, and nearly the ſame ſtatute 
law, with England. We boaſt of the 
ſame happy temperate conſtitution, 
placed midway between the extremes 
of chilling deſpotiſm and intemperate 
democracy. Why not then yield the 
ſame fruit here as in England ? Whence 
proceeds that ſavage ſpirit of inſurgency 
which never dies amongſt us, but burſts 
forth at different periods in the diffe- 
rent provinces with all the fury and 
deſolation of a volcano ? Wheace, but 
becauſe juſt and equal laws are not ſuf- 


ficient to practical liberty without a 
certain and vigorous execution of them. ] 
Becauſe it is as much the faſhion 
there for all ranks to afliſt the ciyil. s © 
power ” 
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power in executing the law, as it is 
here to reſiſt it. Becauſe, in one word, 


her magiſtrates are active, her country- 


gentlemen public -ſpirited, and her 


trious. Such was the ſyſtem of the 


great Athenian law-giver, who boaſted 


that he attained his object . by the 


co-operation of ſtrength with juſ- 


* tice; thereby implying that the le- 
giſlative power could produce but little 
ad vantage, unleſs ſeconded by a Vier 


tous executive e 


whe: . ſame time it is N juſt, t to 


allow that, however the laws may be 


adminiſtered in other parts of the 


kingdom, there is no indolence or in- 
activity amongſt the magiſtracy of the 
county of Dublin. It cannot be for- 
: o that much pains were taken to 


purge | 


S 


 - Eo 


purge and reform our magiſtracy, and 
to give to the county an efficient and 
reſpectable Commiſſion of the peace. 
Hence we ſee of late but ſcanty Ca- 
lendars: hence we find this county, 
conſidering its overflowing population, 
enjoy a ſingular ſhare of tranquillity 
and good order; while ſome others, 
even on our borders, continue to be 
| diſturbed and ravaged by the moſt fa- 
vage and cruel Banditti. The vicinity, 
however, of the miſchief is alarming; 
and I truſt it is unneceſſary, under 
the awful circumſtances of theſe times, 
to animate the magiſtracy, and all 
the property and power of the county, 
to a more than ordinary degree of 
vigilance and attention. By the ca- 
lendar it appears that one man flands 
committed for - tendering an unlawful 
oath, which may be puniſhed by 
Tranſportation. The offence, it ſhould 

UE B at 
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1 at firſt ſeem, would not lead 70 "ITY 
quences of - ſuch ſerious or general | 

miſchief as to warrant a puniſhment 

io extreme. But we know by long 
experience that this is one of the car- 

lieſt ſymptoms in every county of ap- 

proaching Inſurrection. The firſt ſtep 

of the Agents of ſedition is, to engage 

in their cauſe he ſimple and half- 

5 inclined peaſantry, By. the obligation 5 
„ a prophane oath, © more to be 
honoured in the breach than the 
obſervance.” The next - is, to diſarm 

all the ,property and virtue of the 
country. The progreſs from thence 

to inſurrection, and to the perpetra- 

tion of thoſe barbarous crimes which 
ſtain our country at this period, is na- 
tural and obvious. The evil acquires | 

| frrength as it advances; the civil 
"I | power is ſet at "defiance ; the military 
8 muſt be reſorted to; and the muſket 


and 


1 
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and the 1 cole the laſt ſad ſcene 
of the tragedy | The nature, therefore, 
of this caſe well deſerves your moſt |, 
ſerious conſideration: Call the Infor- 
mant before you, and examine and fift | 
him diligently. If the charge appeat , 
to be well-founded, you will of courſe 
put it in the way of trial. But you 
will not ſtop there Mou will be able, 
probably, by this perſonal examination, 
to learn whether this be an uncon- I 
nected ſubſtantive offence ; or whether 
it be not a branch of one general fyſ- 
tem of devaſtation, intended to em- 
brace the whole iſland; a ſyſtem pro- 
moted by Traitors, conſpiring with the 
enemies of their king and country, 
If it be (as it is likely to turn ont) a 
ſpark of that flame which rages in our 
neighbourhood, . you, Gentlemen, as 
having a deep intereſt in tranquillity 
and the ſecurity of perſons and pro- 
e 8 perty 
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perty in your county, will not delay 
an hour to take the moſt vigorous pre- 
cautions againſt the progreſs of the . 
wmiſchief. Senſible as you muſt be of 
= the benefits we enjoy under a mild 

and happy government, you have 
heard with regret and horror of the 
ſavage outrages committed in ſeveral 
of our counties, Poſſeſſing the juſt 
influence attached to well· applied pro- 
perty, you cannot exerciſe it ſo much 


to your own ad vantage or honour as 
in promoting a · due ſubmiſſion to the 
laws, and ſuch diſpoſitions among the 
humbler and uninformed ranks of life, 
as may beſt ſecure to us the bleſſings 
of good order and civil liberty; to 
win them by perſuaſion, protection 
and mild controul, from turbulent and 
uncivilized habits to the diſcipline of 
law; and by a ſympathetic bene vo- 
lence, and an ear ever ** to the 

complaints 


+. 
complaints of the peaſantry, to recon- 
cile them to that inequality of condi- 
tion under which ſome wild or wicked 
men would.teach them to repine, but 
which is the inſeparable lot of hum 
nature. But if conciliating meaſures 
ſhall fail, you will then ſtand juſtified 
in the fight of God and man, in reſort- 
ing to that force which the wiſdom 
ernment have hap- 
pily provided for us, fully competent 
to our protection, and proportioned to 
the critical and peculiar circumſtances 


and foreſight of god 


of theſe times. 


There is another ſpecies of offence 
as wicked in its principle as perni- 
cious in its“ effects, to which the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity of pypviſiorfs loudly calls 
Mur attention thæt of foreſtalling and 
ingroſſing. It is well known that many 
of the neceſſary articles of life paſs 

through 
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through the hands of ſeveral ſucceſſive 
purchaſers, each of whom muſt have a 
profit before thoſe articles reach our 
markets, whereby the ultimate price is 
Manced unconſcionably, and an arti- 
ficial ſcarcity is created. The law has 
provided very heavy and exemplary pu- 
niſhment for this offence, ſo miſchievous 
to trade and oppreſſive to the poor- 
The Legiſlature I y has done its part; 
do you yours. Inſtitute an active and 
ſtrenuous inquiry after thoſe bad mem- 
bers of ſociety, who, inſtead of reſort- 
ing to honeſt induſtry, ſtand between 
the farmer and conſumer, lift the ne- 
ceſſaries of life beyond the lips of our 
manufacturers and tradeſmen, and traf- 
ic in the ſufferings of poverty and 
hunger. 1 ® 6: - | 
e T ſhall not pay ſo bad a 
i compliment to your experience . and 
—— 


————— 
= —— 


— —— — — — 
— — ©, - 
wh — 
* ; 


_— 
= 
n 4% 4 
» 4 * 
* 
we 
7 
U 1 4 
* 
= fy * 
1 . 2 7 
43 "1 - 2 
n — 4 
1 7 
l o 
; ' LF: 
5 
k 1 
c N * 
. « * 
, * 
144 #8 
_ { Fit Ts 
I 
. : I 
17S 
19! v3 
N43 7 * 
4) — We 
'1 # 2 
. 125 
i "2 
\ Fi . 
19 2 
3 
n 14 * 
1 2 752 
i c * 
1 0 
=" 4 _ 
1 Fr 3 
— 
1} * v © 
4 Ss —— 
q | G 
7 "50 
Ma 
1 
T3. 
I 9 
i 3 
- þ = 
$ _ 
J * 
= BM 
7 2 
4 
1 
i _—— 
2 
+ EO 
; 7 
? Y 
_ i 
1 * 
I = . 
2 =. 
x | 
o } 2 8 
FF © 
[ 
* 5 - 
_  - 
Fl + 1 
= : © 
* 'Y 
, «443 3M 
* 8 * 
1 
1 
1B 
5 8 
' 3 
_ 
j 5 * 
0 ; 
13 3 
, = =”. 
2 > 
7 1 
- = 
2 "© 
\ 2.8 
1 4: XE 
IF - 
* * 
. oo a * 
1 
7 k 3 Y — 
_ 
i - >= 
Fr 2 
1 
r 
A 
* : 
+4 _ 
19 
1 
=_ 
: . =_ 
= 
7 vs - =» + 


nnr r. 
Li ee W * 


— ——  —— 


— 8 - — 2 
- 
— — * _ - 
— CID — 
my - oo. . A i - , Foul 
E « _ 9 th; 8 hk * " 
FRO IEF RIS "SITY . 
4 9 * bY * j 
N r "= ae vi 9 N n e . * * 
* - w . 5 1 * ” 


— err tore ans 


Fenn - a 
 =—wEE - ——__ 1 


—— —— — — 
— — gy ef A 
— 
Mg "IR 20 | 2 
RR „ 
EI vg, (> 30 WY eg, l 


—y 


285 ä 
— 


- — 2 42 
_ _—m—— — vl A 
n arenen 


= = = a a _ = — 5 = = 

— —E—H—E— 7⁵ ù———————ñ — RG = w» 

— — . —·5Ü⁰  — — —— — 
_ 2 . um 2 
” 92 e v2; nb — N 

_ 99 7 . ad aff I er nd rt 9 " — 
7 - ie i". wv NG % * WE e r 
4 
* * 
* * 


L 2 ] 
underſtandings, or to my own humble 
labours in this Chair for ſo many years,. 
as to ſuppoſe it neceſſary at this day 
to detain you by a diſſertation upon 
the duty of a Grand Juror. The ſum 
and ſubſtance of it is compreſſed into 
your oath, and may be conveyed in 
three words—Diligence, * . 


2 


As to Diligence, I confeſs I Fas not 
ſee how gentlemen can reconcile that 
expreſs injunction of the oath with 
the lazy habit which has grown up 
among Grand Jurors, of going to buſi- 
neſs at a late hour, and even then of 
not aſſembling. their whole number. 
The obvious: conſequence is, that the 
public buſineſs is ſometimes very inju- 
riouſly retarded, and the burden of 
duty thrown. upon the diligent and 
capſcientious, to the indulgence of the 

leſs 
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leſs ſerupulous. I have no fear of 
ſuch default in the courſe of this ſeſ- 
ſion; but ſhould it ſo happen, I muſt 
rely on you, Mr. Foreman, to ſignify 
the ſame to me forthwith, in order 
that the Grand Jury may be called 
over upon a fine. 


With reſpeR to Secrecy, nothing can 
be more expreſs than the oath upon 
that head of your duty: Not to 
« diſcloſe his Majeſty's ere p your 
« fellow- jurors, or your own.” And 
yet, ſtrange to tell ! we have ſometimes 
known ſome of the moſt important 
proceedings of Grand Juries tranſpire 
even to the minuteſt circumſtances at- 
tending them! Gentlemen, the evi- 
dence for the Crown is a ſacred depoſit 


- which you are not at liberty to betray, 


Antiently the Grand Juror who did ſo 


„%% | » 
was held an * acceſſary to the offence, 
whether it was treaſon or felony ; and 
though the law be now otherwiſe, ſtill 
he is guilty of a high miſpriſion, and 

liable to fine and impriſonment. Such i 
diſcloſure ſerves but to give the party 
accuſed an opportunity of practiſing 
upon the witneſſes, to diſcourage cri- 
minal proſecutions, and expoſe every 
Grand Juror to the moſt indecent ſoli- 
citations, * Dt» 3 


On the ſubject of impartiality, I ſhall 
not offend men of your condition and 
ſentiment by dwelling on its neceſſity. 
You ſtand, Gentlemen, in a poſt not 
only of honourable confidence, but of 
ſcrious and grave reſponſibility. On 


23 Toft, e. AM. p. 106. 1 Hawk. e. Xi. p. 148; 


one ſide you ſee the King himſelf, as 
the public accuſer, ſuing for juſtice 
your hands; on the other, your fellow- 
ſubject, with every thing that is dear 
to him, his life, liberty, honour—all 
committed to your protection. You 
will, I doubt not, hold an honeſt and 
even balance between the public and 
the individual ; remembering while 
vou beſtow due attention upon the 
75 good order aid police of our county. 
that you are not at liberty to doom 
any man to the hardſhips of a public 
trial but upon the moſt ſatisfactory 
evidence. On this part of your duty 
give me leave to enlarge a little, it 
being, as I conceive, not ſufficiently 
| underſtood or felt in this kingdom. 


Thete are three ſpecies of evidence 
which our Grand Juries are conſidered 
EN be 445 e 
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2s competent to entertain: 1. The 
evidence of their own ſenſes, which ob- 
viouſly is the beſt and moſt conclu- 
ſive. Upon that it is that a Preſent- 
ment is founded; that is, the notice 
which a Grand Jury IS bound to take 
of an offence committed within their 
knowledge, without waiting for a bill 
of indictment from the Clerk of the 
Peace. If you, or any of you, know 
any thing preſentable, you are ſworn 
not to leave it unpreſented. 2. The 
vivd voce evidence of ſuch witneſſes 
as are ſent by the Court to the Grand 
Jury to be examined for the Crown. 
In England the uniform practice is, 
for the clerk of the crown or peace 
to ſwear the witneſſes for the Crown 
in open court, and to indorſe their 
names on the indictment ; and upon 
their teſtimony alone the bill is found 
| or 


1 


u nee. 3 The ſort of evidence 
moſt in uſe in Ireland, and which, 
allowing it to be legal, is certainly 
to a conſcientious and diſcerning mind 
the leaft  fatisfaQory, is the written 
depoſitions of witneſſes for the Crown, 
called Informations, ſworn before a 
magiſtrate, and ſent up to the Grand 
Jury with the bill of indictment. 
Were this queſtion a res integra, and 
now fit to be diſcuſſed, I ſhould have 
no o difficulty to declare this ſecondary 
8 i evidence 


„See - Denby's ant r 


Grand Jury, upon the prevarication of one Denby, a 
witneſs, produced before them, applied to the court for 
the depoſitions taken before the magiſtrate, but they 
IJ. Gould and B. Hotham] refuſed the application, de- 
| claring, that as the beſt evidence was the vivd voce teſ- 
timony of Denby himſelf, they could not abandon that, 
and reſort to the ſecondary kind of evidence reſulting 
from his written depoſition.” And yet there was reaſon 
to ſuſpe& that the witneſs in that caſe had been tam- | 

pered with by the priſoner. There is another inſtance _ 
cited in the margin of that caſe 8 a ſimilar n 
having been refuſed. 


„ LT 
evidence of depoſitions to be illegal 
and inadmiſſible, and that nothing leſs 
than the pare! teſtimony of a witneſs 
| ought to be received by a Grand: Jury 
to ground an indictment upon. Such 
inferior proof would * in general be 
inadmiſſible before a Petit Jury; and 
how much more to be rejected by a 
Grand Jury, who are precluded from 
receiving any evidence on behalf of 
the party accuſed. It is a manifeſt 
violation of an eſtabliſhed rule of evi- 
_ dence, that none but the beſt evi- 
- + dence which the nature of the caſe 
will admit of ought to be received. 
'The practice, however, has obtained, 
I know not how, in this kingdom, 
time out of mind; the Judges of the 
land 


* 


* Unleſs it appeared upon oath, to the ſatisfaction of 
the Judge, that the informer was dead, or ſo ſick as to 
be unable to travel, or ſpirited away by the priſoner. 


\ 
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land aequieſbe in it invariably, and it 


is our duty to ſubmit to it. Never- 
theleſs, without preſuming to ſhake 


the eſtabliſhed uſage, I may be allowed 
to recommend earneſtly to you, in all 


caſes of the ſlighteſt doubt, to reſort 
to the Engliſh courſe of Perſonal Ex- 


amination, Conſider whether you can 
ſufficiently ſatisfy the oath you take, 
« well and diligently to enquire,” by 


merely reading the information of an 


angry and prejudiced witneſs in his 
own cauſe, with the blow ſtill glow- 
ing on his check,” and often taken 
in a very flovenly and reprehenſible 
manner. Conſider whether a Grand 
ury can act in general with impartial 
Faſtice to the accuſed: party for whom 


no witneſs can be examined, but by 


croſs-examining and diligently ſifting 


actual 
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actual enquiry from the witneſs s lips 
into all the circumſtances of the caſe. 
The Iriſh practice, of finding bills 
upon ſlighter evidence than in England, 
multiplies them in this kingdom in- 
_ ordinately ; ; and it often happens, very 
little to the credit of the Grand Jury, 
that a culprit ſhall be acquitted even 
upon the teſtimony of the proſecutor. 
Thus the county is burdened, the pub- 
lic time is waſted, and an innocent 
fellow - ſubject involved in the mani- 
fold inconveniences of a public trial, 
without any means in general * com- 
penſation or redreſs. | 


I am aware that delay may be 
objected to perſonal examination; 
but if ſuch an objection could be 
ſeriouſly urged, where the deareſt in- 
 tereſts of a fellow- creature are at ſtake; 
0 | | Q Es if 


13 : 

if an argument could be gravely of- 
fered to a chriſtian tribunal which a 
pagan poet * would bluſh to liſten to, 
it is only at affizes the objection can 
have any weight, where the Judges are 
limited in time, and not at ſeſſions, 
where we are under no ſuch difficulty. 
L have, therefore, always exhorted Grand 
f Juries, for the better inveſtigation of 
truth, to adopt as cloſely as poſſible 
the juſt and humane practice of Eng- 
land; and it is with great ſatisfaction 
[ perceive it has grown very much into 
uſe with the Grand Juries of this 
County. F 


In. a word, Gentlemen, let me re- 
mind you, in the language of Lord 
Coke f, that indictments ſhould be 

« formed 
MT Nalla unquam de morte hominis cunctatio "ROY 
4 Juvenxar. 
- .+ 2 Inſt. c. 12, p. 384- | 
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formed upon plain and direct proofs, 
and not on probabilities and infe- * 
„ rences*.” The moment Grand Juries 
yield to mere probability, or think 
themſelves at liberty to ground their 
verdict on leſs than poſitive evidence, 

they betray the truſt repoſed in them 
they ceaſe to be the guardian of in- 
nocence and ſhield of civil liberty— 
and there is an end of that happy free- 
dom, that calm tranquillity of life, 
which is the great object and forms 
the prime bleſſing of the ſocial com- 
pact. | | 


Gentlemen, I ſhall detain ycu no 
longer. | 


15 * The rule which 1 have heard Lord Chief Baron 
Yelverton recommend is, to ignore the Bill unleſs the 
Evidence be ſuch as, ſuppoſing it to remain uncontradicted 

or unexplained, would warrant a verdi& of conviction 
from the Petit Jury. | 
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ROBERT DAY, TM 


ONE OF HIS MA rr COUNSEL LEARNED IN THE LAW, ; 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNTY OF DUBLIN. ” Y 


S IR, 


WE, the High Sheriff and Grand 
Jury, deeply impreſſed by your excel- 
lent and conſtitutional charge, delivered 
at the opening of this Quarter Seſſion, 
return you our ſincere thanks for the 
ſame ; and, deſirous to diffuſe the ſalu- 
- tary doctrines thereof, we requeſt a 
copy of it, with your permiſſion 5 
publiſh the ſame. 0 
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Permit us to take this public occa- 
ſion to teſtify the reſpect and eſteem 


which you ha ve excited in our minds 
WS by 


* 
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| buy the exemplary manner in which you 
have uniformly diſcharged the duties 
of your important ſtation. We have 
ever found you able, diligent, patient 
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and impartial; and as a wiſe and up- 

right Judge is a public bleſſing of dear- 
eſt import, that portion of the people 

who are ſerved and protected by talents 


8 


222 — —— 


— — — — 
* - 


” [AC a — — 
— Aw * — 


_ \ —_— > — 
——— — — . 
= — an 
- ——— — 
—. bs + ON < 
$=7 1 4 4 N * 
F . 


and integrity, are naturally called upon 


DC. 
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to proportion their gratitude (if poſ- 
ſible) to the benefits conferred. 


' 
* 
43 

* 
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In our ks you can trace no in- 
ſincerity, no courtly adulation. In 
addreſſing you we deſignate the magi- 
ſtrate whoſe manners have conciliated 
our affection, and whoſe virtues have 
deſerved our eſteem. 


ST. GeorGE rr. Sheriff. 
 EpwarD KENN EDT, Foreman, 
for Self and Fellow Jurors. 


To 


E 8 


To which Mr. Day returned the fol- 
lowing Anſwer: 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE ſpontaneous approbation of 

virtuous and enlightened men is the 
brighteſt reward which exertion can 

receive, or honeſt pride enjoy. I will 

not deny how much it has been my | 

ambition to deſerve, by a conſcien- | be 

tious diſcharge of an arduous duty 

under your eye for ſeveral years, the 

eſteem of the county of Dublin; but 

it would be unpardonable preſumption 

to take the merit of ſucceeding exclu- 

ſively to myſelf. The public ſpirit of 

our Grand Juries, the purity and firm- 

neſs of our Petit Juries, the active co- 

operation of ſome of our Magiſtrates, 


and WE 
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and above all, your indulgent and con- 
deſcending interpretation of honeſt in- 


tention, have rendered. the execution 
of this important truſt as light as the 


| ſituation is honourable. 


ROBERT DAY. 


CO Mm va SS. 
DELIVERED TO THE 
GRAND JURY 
8 OF THE 5 : 
COUNTY ors DUBLIN, 


AT THE QUARTER SESSIONS os Tru PEACE, 
HELD AT KILMAINHAM, 


On Tueſday the 12th of January 1796. 
BY R O B E RT DAY, Esq. M. P. 


Oxe or nis Mafzsrr's COUNSEL LEARNED IN THE Law, 
| 4nd CHaikmAn OF THE 84D CounTyY. 


Publiſhed at the Bequeſt of the High Dheriff, 
Wagiltrates and Grand Jury. 
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KILMAINHAM, January r2th 1796. 
' THE High Sheriff, Magiſtrates and Grand 
Jury of the County of Dublin, return their 
warmeſt Thanks to ROBERT DAY, Eq; 
Chairman of the Quarter, ſeſſions, for his very 
able and Conſtitutional Charge this Day delivered 
to the Grand Fury ; and conceiving that the 
Promulgation of it at this Juncture would be 
highly uſeful, they requeſ# his - Permiſſion to 
publiſh it. | 


Signed by Order of the Meeting, 
GEORGE VESEY, Susa ier. 


GEORGE GRIERSON, Foxrnan. 


A CHARGE, &e: 


Gentlemen of the Grand Fury, 


Ir; is impoſlible for any Iriſhman, not 
dead to all public virtue, to contem- 
plate without exultation and juſt na- 
tional pride, the Stability of theſe King- 
doms, amidſt the Convulſions and diſ- 
aſtrous Events which in the lapſe of a 


few years have deſolated the greater 


part of Europe. While we proſtrate 
ourſelves in grateful adoration before 
the throne of God for this his ſtupen- . 
dous goodneſs, it may not be unprofit- 
able to inquire into the more immedi- 

ate Cauſes of our Exemption from thoſe 
: awful 


7 [ 1 
awful Calamities, which it has pleaſed 
Providence to viſit upon ſo large a por- 
tion of our Fellow- creatures. Such 
diſquiſitions, while they teach us to 
form a juſt ſenſe of our Eſtabliſhments, 
and of their importance and value, muſt 
lead every man of prudence and reflexi- 
on to ſuſtain and cheriſh them, as the 
ſureſt means of our preſervation amidſt 
this elk of Nations. 


The ſtructure and frame of our Go- 
vernment is the great and primary 
| Cauſe, to which under God we are in- 

debted for our Security, Strength and 
| aN ity :—that mixed Government, 

2 ich Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and 
— combine their ſeveral Ener- 
gies and beſt Properties, and controul 
the vices and exceſſes of each other. 
that Government, in which theſe three 
Rival Powers are tempered into an apt 


conſiſtence ; and fo many advantages 
ſeemingly 


FP 
* 
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ſeemingly irreconcileable, like the jars 
ring Elements of Nature, conſpire to 
produce this harmonious. well-poiſed 
order of things. From this Form of 
Government, in which the intereſts of 
All are alike conſidered, reſult our Syſ- 
tem of juſt and Equal Laws, and the 
principles which regulate the admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice amongſt us. From the 
ſame ſource is derived the happy State of 
Civil Society in theſe Kingdoms ; where 
Protection is extended equally to All, 
where there is one Law for All, and 
where abilities and integrity ſecure free 
acceſs to the emoluments and honours 
of the State for All. When I look 
through theſe Countries, I perceive that 
it is not diſtinguiſhed Rank or high Birth, 
but. ſuperior Talents and acknowledged 
Merit which indiſcriminately conduct 
the poſſeſſors to the proudeſt Eminences 
of the State. When I look through 
our flouriſhing Capital, when I look 


B | into 
-O | 


wi 


into the Jury-box which you, Gentle- 
men, now fill, I cannot but recollect 
that Induſtry, Probity, good Senſe and 
Skill, are the unerring guides to wealth, 
honour and diſtinction amongſt us.— 
In a word, it is by the energy and the 
protecting influence of our free and tem- 
perate Conſtitution, lying midway be- 
tween Tyranny and Licentiouſneſs, that 
the Britiſh Empire has riſen to its unri- 
valled greatneſs, and the People to the 
| higheſt gradation in the Scale of Poli- 
tical and Civil happineſs. 


Among the various means employed 

to ſecure the Civil Rights and happi- 
_ neſs of our People, which in truth are 
the baſis of public Security and Strength, 
none is more diſtinguiſhed than that 
which the preſent Solemnity draws 
into action. You perceive that I allude 

to the adminiſtration of Criminal Juſ- 
tice amongſt us. Our whole Judicial 
5 Conſtitution 


— — — rr ę — ͤ on Boers, 
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n 
Conſtitution is indeed a bleſſing; but 
particularly the Trial by Jury. In the 
conſtruction of our Criminal Tribunals, 
which are ſeparated into diſtinct parts, 
the more effeQually to guard againſt 
corruption, caprice and error, the lead - 
ing principle which has been ſteadily 
kept in view is Equality. The Grand 
Jury and the Petit Jury are compoſed 
of Men, who in their turn are liable 


to be tried by others of their Fellow 


Subjects diſcharging the ſame awful 
and important 'Truſts. That meaſure 
of Juſtice, which the Juror metes out 
to his Fellow-ſubjet to-day, may be 
dealt to hilnſelf to-morrow ; it behoves 
him therefore that it be a juſt meaſure. 
So alſo they are indiſcriminately called 
to thoſe Services, from "time to time as 
each occaſion requires; from the great 
body of the Freeholders of the County; 
no diſtintion obſerved, ſave that of 
Character and a very moderate qualifi- 

B 2 cation 
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cation of Property. It muſt ſtrike 


you therefore that being tranſitory and 


Occaſional Bodies, they are not expoſed, 
as a Permanent Jury would be, to the 
operation of any corrupt or undue In- 
fluence, ' which the Rich and Powerful 
can always beſt command. 


Nothing can more clearly illuſtrate 
this Equality (and as long as the modi- 


fications of corporal and intellectual 


Strength continue innumerable, ſo long 


will any other Equality of Condition 


be impracticable) than the dire effects 


of a Permanent Jury in France. That 


wretched Country had got a glimpſe of 
our Eſtabliſhments, and ſhe adopted 
from us the inſtitution of Juries. But 
they were Juries in name only, and not 
in principle or oonſtruction Inſtead of 
impannelling them for each diſtin Oc- 
caſion as it occurred, her ſanguinary 
Legiſlators eſtabliſhed Standing Juries; 
= | not - 


. 


E R 
not to exerciſe their judgment upon the 
Caſes preſented to them, but to ſanction 


with their venerable name the moſt un- 
paralleled Enormities. The conſequen- 


ces were what might be expected. 
Theſe Permanent Juries ſoon became 


the convenient Organ of each ſucceed- 
ing Monſter in power, and at his nod, 
without even the formalities of law, 
conſigned daily Hecatombs of inno- 
cent Victims to Judicial Sacrifice. 
Gentlemen, your indignation riſes at 
this horrid prophanation of the ſacred 
inſtitution of Juries! an Inſtitution 
which you habitually contemplate as 
the ſure refuge and Sanctuary of In- 
nocence, the Poor Man's beſt Friend, 
his Tutelar God; the ſtrong Curb of 


inſolent Power and licentious Autho- 


rity the Terror of Guilt alone! 


But as Equality of Juſtice requires 
that 


A 


that Juries ſhall be Occaſional, ſo to 


an uniform, {ſkilful and enlightened 


interpretation of the Law it is neceſ- 
ſary that the Judge ſhall be Permanent. 
Independent of the Crown, ſtimulated 
by the conditions of his Tenure to a 
pure and upright conduct, controuled 
even by the Publicity of all Criminal 
proceedings from yielding to preju- 
dice, paſſion or any other corrupt af- 
fection of the mind, the Judge may 
ſafely be Permanent. And indeed of 
neceſſity he 2 ſo, as long as we 

prefer a Syſtem/ of known and fixed 
Laws to novel and chimerical Opini- 
ons: as long as Juriſprudence is conſi- 
dered a Science founded on ſolid and 
fixed principles — in a word, as long 
as induſtry, experience, education and 
learning are eſſential Ingredients in the 
Judicial Character.— And in fact, if in 
ſuch an aſſemblage of Excellence as the 
Britiſh Government it be conſpicuous 
in 
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in any one of its Component Eſtabliſh- ] 
ments beyond the reſt, it is in the admi- 
niſtration of the Laws and the diſpen- 
ſation of Juſtice, Civil and Criminal, by 

the Superior Judges. However inſuf- 
_ ficiently filled, or negligently admini- 
ſtered other Departments of the State 
may ſometimes happen to be, it muſt 
be admitted that, on our ſeveral Judicial 
Benches, men are to be found of the 
moſt elevated characters; who unite in- 
duſtry with talents and ſcience; and 
who, impreſſed with a deep and conſci- 
entious Senſe of the ſacred duties of 
their functions, devote the whole of 
their lives to the Service of the Public. 


In a word, we may with truth aſ- 
ſert, that there is no Nation under the 
Zaun in which Juſtice is ſo Equally and 
impartially adminiſtered, as in theſe 
Realms. And of the Law, it may 
with no leſs truth be ſaid, that as it 
provides 


— 


— * 
—— — 
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provides a remedy for every injury, ſo 
it affords that remedy Equally to we 
Proudeſt and the Pooreſt. 


One ſhould ati der wes 
favoured and providential a diſpenſa- 
tion of things, no man in his ſenſes. 


could wiſh to change his Political 


condition. No man it might be hoped, 


who was not actually diſtempered in 
mind, or bankrupt in fortune or fame, 
could be ſeduced from a rooted ſenſe 


of the ſingular advantages derived 
from a ſyſtem of Laws, as broad 


«and general as the caling air.”— 


But, alas! it can no longer be con- 
cealed, that the induſtry of Sedition 


and Treaſon has been too ſucceſsful 
in both Kingdoms. The wicked Con- 


| ſpiracy happily has been traced through 


many of its ramifications in Great 


Britain and Ireland. What the pro- 


ceedings 


Em... 
_ ceedings of the#* Britiſh Parliament and 
Courts of Juſtice have been theſe two 
_ laſt years, to probe the evil and check 
its progreſs, it wonld be going out of 
our way to detail. But we. know that 
Treaſon, of late, has thrown off the 
maſk in our Siſter Kingdom, and diſ- 
_ dains all concealment. The late direct 
and immediate attempt upon the Per- 
ſon of the Sovereign no longer leaves 
the object of the Conſpirators queſ- 
tionable, or the Treaſon matter of 
conſtruction and inference. It was 

C reſerved 

0 Early in 1794 it appeared from the Reports of both 
Houſes of the Britiſh Parliament, grounded upon uncon- 
trovertable evidence, and in the courſe of the State Trials 
which were had at the Old Bayly in the October follow- 
ing, that a Traiterous Conſpiracy had been formed and 
ated upon, by certain Societies and Individuals in dif- 
ferent parts of England and Scotland correſponding and 
intimately connected, for ſubvertiag the eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Conſtitution, pulling down the Monarchy, and for 
introducing in its ſtead that Anarchy and thoſe extra- 
vagant notions of falſe Liberty, which have transformed 


the faireſt and once the moſt civilized region of Europe 
into a wilderneſs of Tygers. | 


1 
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reſerved for the peculiar and daring 
atrocity of modern principles to aſſail 

the FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE; 

ſurrounded by his devoted and exulting 
Subjects; in the exerciſe of that Auguſt 
Function, which diſpenſes happineſs 
to Millions, which gives life and mo- 
tion to the moſt: ſublime Syſtem of 
Legiſlation that Hiſtory has recorded. 
Phrenzy alone it was thought could 
have armed itſelf againſt the life of a ; 
Monarch, as diſtinguiſhed for his in- 
violable fidelity to the Conſtitution, 
as for his exemplary piety and domeſ- 
tic - virtues ;—whoſe Life, in addition 


to our Allegiance, challenges the tri- 
bute of our Love; and whoſe Death 
would be the bittereſt calamity which 
could be inflicted upon his Subjects, 
and I might add at this juncture upon 
Europe. | 


In 
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In this Country the Plot has been 
conducted with more colouring and 
diſguiſe, but perhaps with a ſtill deeper 
degree of malignity. The object of 
the Conſpirators in Great Britain was 
to ſubvert the Monarchy, that glorious 
fabrick which it has been the work of 
ages to erect, preſerve, and meliorate, 
and upon its ruins to raiſe a Republic; 
that is, to let in all the confuſion and 
wild miſrule of France. This daring 
project was to be accompliſhed by 
means of a National Convention, to be 
openly and avowedly held; to which 
thoſe evil- minded Enthufiaſts had the I 
folly to hope, that the ſober, ſolid, 
and virtuous people of that Iſland might 
be perſuaded to transfer their allegiance 
and confidence, from their good King 
and legitimate Parliament. But the 
object here was no leſs than to pro- 
cure an Invaſion from France; from a 


C 2 People, 


©] 
People, in whoſe preſence all Nature 
withers; whoſe progreſs has been in- 
variably marked by devaſtation, famine 
and blood. Gallorum gentem infeſtiſ- 
 fumam nomini Romano intra menia 
| arceſſunt.—This was to be ſeconded by 
a general Rifing of the great Maſs of 
our People, who were reprefented as 
Sem-barbarous *, ready for any change, 
and harbouring a ſettled and confirmed 
averſion to the Britiſh name and con- 
_nexion—that Connexion, to which we 
owe every thing enlightened, proſperous, | 
great and good amongſt us—that mag- 
nanimous people, from whom we derive 
our proudeft and moſt ineſtimable poſ- 
ſeſſions; our Religion, our Conſtitution, 
our Common Law, our Liberties; this 


Inſtitution which we now commemo- 
rate, and which, like a Preſiding Angel, 
watches over and guards the whole 

5 - the 


See Jackſon's Trial, p. 81 & paſlim. 
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the Trial by Jury. Gentlemen, you 
know that to promote this diabolical 
purpoſe, Jackſon viſited this City, an 
accredited Minifter from the Demons 
of France to certain Traitors and Par- 
ricides of Ireland, You know that, 
through the vigilance and addreſs of 
Lord Weſtmorland's firm and vigorous 
goverment, that unfortunate Man was 
apprehended with all the evidences of 
his guilt upon him; was afterwards 
brought to juſtice; and that his Cabinet 
of Conſpirators, taking the alarm, pru- 
dently fled, and eſcaped the puniſh- 
ment due to their crimes. But the 
ſeeds of Treaſon unhappily had been 
previouſly ſcattered through the Iſland, 
and it muſt be owned that they have 
produced an abundant crop. It now 
comes out on the cleareſt evidence 

that thoſe deluded men ftiled Defen-. 

ders, apparently but a lawleſs Rabble, 
confining their views as it at firſt ſeem- 
ed 
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ed to mere aQs of Plunder and Felony, 
have in truth been regularly embodied 
and organized under Leaders and Com- 
mittee-men. It appears, that the Plot 
had rooted itſelf ſo extenſively, that 
the Inſprgents, through no leſs than 
nine Counties, have been leagued 
together by the moſt ſacred (or rather, 
the moſt accurſed) obligations to Riſe 
upon a concerted ſignal; that All were 
were bound by the ſame oath to the 
National Convention, uſed the ſame 
myſterious Signs, acted in uniſon, and 
were moved as it were by one Spring. 
With the ſame traiterous purpoſe they 
have been _ difarming every man in 
thoſe Counties, upon whoſe co-opera- 
tion they could not count, and who 
wanted courage and public Spirit to 
reſiſt them. With the ſame crimin: 

view they learned the uſe of Arms, 
| levied Contributions, purchaſed Am- 


munition, recruited avowedly for the 
National 
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National Convention, explored Emiſ- 
ſaries in the experiment, as vain as 
wicked, of debauching our brave and 
ſteady Soldiers; and in ſhort took 
every ſtep to ſtrengthen themſelves, 
and give effect to the long- expected 
Deſcent.—Meantime the Conſpirators 
were not idle in the Capital. In a 
* City, ſo populous and ſo profligate, 
the moſt deſperate Enterprize will not 
long want an army of Advocates. All 
men, goaded by bankruptcy, evil ſo- 
ciety, or conſcious guilt, have an inte- 
_ reſt in confuſion, and were pleaſed to 
find a Rallying-point. Neglected Ap- 
prentices, needy Journeymen, ſeditious 
Maſters hoping to * ride in the whirl- 
„ wind,” here formed themſelves into 


Societies, Committees and Clubs, and 


familiarly diſcourſed of Rebellion as 
the ſacred birth-right of the People. 


ET: The 
C In tantd tamgue corruptd Civitate Catalins, &c. 
See Salluſt in bello Catal : 
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The Philanthropic Society enlarged with 
great ſenſibility on the virtue of Aſ- 
ſaſſination and the uſe of the Pogiard. 
The dregs of the diſſolved United 
tihmen thought a Civil War the beſt 
expedient for promoting a general Uni- 
formity and Harmony of Sentiment. 
And there is reaſon to believe, that 
a Maſſacre upon a comprehenſive Scale 


was in agitation, as the ſureſt means 


of promoting Political Morality and 


the Chriſtian Religion! 


Such, Gentlemen, is the dark and 
formidable Conſpiracy, which, through 
the ſignal Mercy of Providence, has 
been brought to light when at the very 
point of exploſion. Much praiſe is 
ſurely due to Government, for the 
perſeverance and energy with which 
this infernal Plot has been followed up 
and defeated. We have awakened 
on the brink of a Precipice. We have 
been walking in dull ſecurity over a 

Mine, 
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Mine, which by good fortune has not 
5 ſprung under our feet. But though 
the Electric Cloud be paſſed, the 
_ ſky ſtill lowers. We have ſcotch'd 
„ the ſnake, not kill'd it.” The Di- 
ligence of Bad Men n ver ſleeps, and 
has the additional danger of being 
' mingled with a cautious obſervance 
of times and ſeaſons. They can 
withdraw, when the aſpect of things 
is unfavourable; but if the alarm, 
- which they have raiſed, ſhall ſubſide, 
if your vigilance ſhall be lulled into 
ſecurity, then, like Summer flies after 
a Storm, they will again come forth 
with keener acrimony and renewed 
activity. Can it be doubted, that 
Republican Agents - and diſaffected 
Men of no mean condition foment 
this traiterous ſpirit, and adminiſter 
to the ſupport of thoſe deluded 
| Wretches, who can have no reſources 
of their own to reſt upon through 
a =_ this 
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this barbarous warfare, ſo long and 
obſtinately waged upon all Order and 
Civil Government in the Country ?— 
But it is to be hoped, that the danger 
which happily we have eſcaped, and 
this malignant and contagious phren- 
27 of our peaſantry which © frights 
« the Ifle from her propriety,” will 
awaken us all from the ſtupid lethargy 
in which we have hitherto been 
plunged ; will animate, to a more than 
ordinary vigilance and exertion, not 
only the Magiſtracy and Executive 
Power of the Country through all 
its gradations, but every Individual 
who has an intereſt in Social Order— — 
who means not tamely to refign his 
property to depredation, and his breaſt 
to the midnight Murderer. The Evil 
has invariably been frowned down in 
_ thoſe Counties, xhere a ſteady and 
"determined countenance had been 
_ preſented againſt it; on the contrary, 
it. 
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it has raged moſt where the families 
of natural influence and power, with 
the timid and fatal policy of the 
French Emigrants, had deſerted their 


| habitations, leaving the defenceleſs 


Country to the mercy of a deſolating 
Mob. Gentlemen, depend upon this 
Eternal Truth, that there is more 
danger in Cowardice than in Courage. x 
The man who fights with the Law 
on his fide is, alone, a Tower of 

Strength. Guilt is ever as Cowardly 

as Cruel. | 


Gentlemen, it is needleſs to trouble 
you with any Legal Obſervations of 
my own upon this important Subject. 
The Law has been lately laid down 
5 2 by higher authority, the con- 

8 D 2 curring 


- Chamberlaine, J. Finucane, J. and George, B. 
in the King againſt Weldon for High Treaſon at the 
Commiſſion held 14th December 1795. 
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curring authority of three learned 
Judges ; and I cannot expreſs it more 
clearly than in the words of the learned 
Baron, your late worthy Municipal 
Judge. « It is now evident (ſaid he) 
« that the Defenders are not merely 
<« Felons:but Traitors. The Oaths and 
e Teſts, under which they are enliſted, 
« declare expreſsly that they are con- 
e cerned with the National Convention 
« of France for the purpoſe of ſub- 
«« yerting our Government. And it 
“ js now fit it ſhould be made known, 
„ that it is High Treaſon to incite or 
" encourage a man to become a De- 
4 fender; that it is Treaſon to har- 
«. bour, comfort or abet the Defenders, 
« —all perſons in any wiſe concerned 
« are Traitors. And further, all men 
„ who know, and do not diſcloſe to 
0 Government or the Magiſtrates their 


" knowledge of the nn. and 
of 
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of their Criminal actions or pur- 
4 poſes, are guilty of Mipriſian of 
Treaſon” — the Judgment for which, 
Gentlemen, is no leſs than that the 
Convict be impriſoned for Life, for- 
feit the profits of his lands for Life, 
and. forfeit abſolutely all his perſonal 
property. 1 

Theſe Obſervations, Gentlemen, I 
addreſs not only to you, but to this 
aſſembled Multitude; in the anxious 
and fond hope, that every man who 
hears me will with his utmoſt induſtry 
circulate them, and 1mpreſs the Law 
upon the minds of the deluded Pea- 
ſantry in his neighbourhood. Say to 
them, that at the moment when Parlia- 
ment had been moſt buſy in ame- 
liorating their Condition: when the 
only * price which they paid to the 

8 State 


* The Hearthmoney Act, which transferred that Tax 
from al Houſes having but one Hearth to ſuch as have 


more 3; 


— ns ae. Mi 
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State for protection had been remitted, 


and the burden transferred to their 
Landlords—when they had been. re- 
lieved, in a great degree, of Tythe, 
at the expence of the Proteſtant 


Clergy—when a liberal Proviſion had 


been appropriated to the Education 
of the Roman Catholic Clergy and 
above all, when a Proteſtant Legiſ- 
lature, by a bold and enlightened 


| policy, ſtruck. off thoſe Religious and 


Political Fetters, which for a Century 
had galled the great body of our Fel- 


- Jow-Subjects :—tell them, that, falſe 
to the acknowledged Loyalty of their 
own EG, the firſt uſe they 


have 


more; the Barren Land Act, which exempted all 
Heath and waſte unimproved ground from Tythe for ſeven 
years after improvement; the great Catholic Act, which 
gave to the Catholic, in common with the Proteſtant 
Peafantry, every political privilege of which that Order of 
the Community is ſuſceptible — theſe liberal meaſures, 
calculated generally for the relief of the Poor at the ex- 
penfe of the Rich, were among the many excellent Laws 
of the Weſtmorland Government. | 


+} 
have made of long-loſt freedom, the 
- firſt record of their gratitude for 
this accumulation of Bounty, was 
a foul Conſpiracy, with the Eter- 
nal Enemy of the Britiſh Empire, 
to dethronè that virtuous and bene- 
ficent Monarch who had himfelf 
become a Mediator for the Catholic 
Body with his Parliament of Ireland ! 
to bend the neck of free-born Iriſh- 
men to the vile yoke of French Uſurp- 
ers drenched in blood ; of the fierceſt 
Domination that ever blotted the 
page of hiſtory, or ſcourged any 
portion of the human race! Tell them, 
that their Guilt is the higheſt in the 
Scale of Crimes—that the Puniſhment 
which awaits them is the ſevereſt 
known to the law—that the public 
indignation is at its height, and calls 
aloud for vengeance on them—and 
that no reſource remains but that 
they return forthwith to their Alle- 
giance, and to thoſe long deſerted paths 

a 
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of Induſtry in which alone they can 
find competence, and comfort for 
their unhappy families, balm for their 
wounded conſciences, and favour from 
their offended GOD. Tell them, final- 
ly, that the beſt evidence they can 
give of contrition, and the ſureſt title 
they can have to Mercy, will be a 
voluntary diſcloſure (before any in- 
formation ſhall be given againſt them- 
ſelves) of their whole Plot, and of the 
' nefarious Incendiaries who have thus 
led them to deſtruction. 


The Detail in which I have ſo 
long detained you will not, I truſt, 
be deemed altogether foreign to the 
Duties of this day. We are aſſem- 
| bled here to let looſe the terrible 
Judgments of the Law, even Death 
- itſelf, upon comparatively ſmall offen- 
ces againſt property; knowing at the 

| ſame 


OY 


ſame time that Principles are inſtill- 
ed, and Plots conceived, which would 


confound all Property and its Own- 


ers in one undiſtinguiſhable ruin. 
Can we with a ſafe conſcience execute 


thoſe avenging Laws upon paltry 


Plunderers, unleſs we alſo, in our 
ſeveral capacities, exert our autho- 


rity to ſtifle theſe levelling and peſti- 


lential principles, which have gene- 


rated fo many and ſuch enormous 
crimes ? Unleſs we ufe our beſt en- 
deavours to trace to their Sources, 


and cut off, thoſe waters of bitter- 


neſs which overſpread and pollute 
our Land? If there be any Fiends 
amongſt us capable of this deep 


<« damnation,” any who, ſkulking be- 


hind in daſtardly concealment, have 


urged their unhappy Victims down 
the Precipice, ſuch are the proper 


E objects 
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objects to ſelect for puniſhment, and 
who of courſe demand your moſt 
perſevering and determined inquiry. 
And therefore all Perſons and Societies 
of that deſcription, if any be known 
to you within our juriſdiction, I re- 
commend to your moſt ſerious atten- 
tion and ſevereſt animadverſion.—80 
alſo all Houſes, in which thoſe ſedi- 
tious and treaſonable Aſſociations and 
Committees aſſemble, of which 'you 
have any knowledge, or ſhall receive 
information, ſhould be Preſented as 
Common Nuiſances. The Publicans, 
who knowingly ſuffer their Houſes 
to be converted to ſuch Criminal pur- 
poſes,. (and it 1s incredible that they 
can be Strangers thereto) are deeply 
implicated in the guilt of the Con- 
ſpirators; and the only queſtion upon 
their Trial would be, whether they 
were Principals in the Treaſon for 
receiving 


/ 
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receiving and comforting Traitors, or 
guilty only of an atrocious and moſt 
penal Miſdemeanor in concealing the 
Treaſon. —And the Magiſtrates will, 
I truſt, forgive me, if I ſolemnly 
conjure them, in the preſence of the 
aſſembled County, to be particularly 
chaſte and cautious at this juncture 
in granting Licenſes—to have a vigi- 
lant eye upon all Public Houſes in 
their ſeveral Vicinities—to proceed 
_ ſummarily. and ſeverely againſt all 
_ unlicenſed Publicans—and to with- 
draw their Licenſes from all Publicans, 
whoſe conduct and character juſtify 
| Suſpicion ; but Thoſe, above all, who 
keep their Houſes open at unſeaſon- 
able hours. It would indeed be a Re- 
gulation of great public advantage, to 
ſhut up all places of mean and obſcure 
reſort at an earlier hour, than might 
perhaps be neceſſary in times leſs 

4 critical. 
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critical. There can be no hardſhip 
in requiring men to retire early to 
reſt, who ſhould riſe early to earn 
their daily bread. It is in the Dead 
of Night; when all Nature ſeeks re- 
poſe—all bur Animals of Prey—that 
Conſpirators aſſemble, and hatch dark 
and bloody Crimes. And it is in 
thoſe Hotbeds of corruption and de- 
bauchery, that the firſt ſeeds of Vice 
and Criminality are ſown, which af- 
terwards ripen into full-blown Guilt, 
and find ſuch inceſſant exerciſe for 
this and every other Criminal Tri- 
bunal. | 


Upon the face of the Calendar two 
men appear committed for plundering 
a Dwelling-houſe of Arms, and two 
more for adminiſtering unlawful Oaths. 
Charges of ſo ſerious a nature at all 
times demand your attention, 
but more eſpecially when ſuch are 

Fr known 
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known to be among the crimes. of 


Defenders. Gentlemen, let me recom- 
mend to you in thoſe Caſes (as indeed 
I moſt ſerioufly do on every occaſion 
of importance and doubt) to call the 
Proſecutors before you, and to ſift and 
ſearch them with all your diligence. 
Such Perſonal Examination will not 
only enable you to form a competent 
and ſound judgment upon theſe par- 
ticular Charges; but may alſo lead 
you to further diſcoveries touching 
the general Plot, which I make no 
doubt it is your wiſh, as it is your 
duty and intereſt, to purſue through 
all its mazes and concealments, 


'Gentlemen, I ſhall not treſpaſs far- 
ther upon your time than juſt to re- 
mind you, that you are the Conſtitu- 
tional Guardian of the Lives and dear- 
eſt Intereſts of your Fellow-ſubjects ; 
that you are the ſacred Shield of 


Innocence 
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Innocence againſt the. ſtrong arm-of 
Power, Wealth, and Malice; and that 
whenever a Grand-jury find a Bill of 
Indictment upon inſufficient evidence, | : 
they betray the important Poſt com- 
mitted to them by the Law ; they do 
an irreparable injury to the Party ac- 
cuſed, and degrade into a mere forma- 
hty one of the nobleſt bulwarks pro- 
vided for Civil Liberty by our un- 
rivalled Conſtitution. 


wed 
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County of Dublin Quarter Seffims. 


| cue pur Roous, 08. 4. 1796. 
| Reſolved — 

"I 

That the Foreman, 1 FR the Grand 
Fury, do return our warmeſt thanks to RoBERT | 
Dar, Eſq. our worthy Chairman, for his moſ? 
excellent Charge this day delivered to the 
Grand Fury, and do * Bis — to 
1 4 it. 


The Grand Jury accordingly proceeded 
into Court, and by their Foreman addreſſed 
Mr. Dar to the following effect: 


"Mr. Chairman! 


I am en by the Grand Jury to 
return you pond warm and unanimous 


thanks, 


Fw.) 
thanks, for your moſt excellent Charge this 
day delivered to them a Charge moſt 
judiciouſly adapted to the preſent critical 
| ſituation of this Kingdom; full of ſound | 
advice, and true Conſtitutional Doctrine. 


It has made a deep impreſſion on their 
minds, and they would ill deſerve the 


appellation of faithful loyal Subjects to his 


Majeſty (their. great ambition) if they did 
not ſcrupulouſly purſue that Line of Con- 
duct marked out by you with ſo much Jud 
ment, energy and preciſion. 


Ws. They abb wiſh you, Sir, a long and 
full enjoyment of your health and faculties, 
to diſcharge as heretofore the Duties of 
your preſent Station, or thoſe of a till 
more dignified Appointment ;—an event 
which they will be happy to ſee for your 
advantage, although it muſt be attended 
with a certain loſs to this moſt reſpectable 
County of a firm, active and zealous Ma- oy 


piſtrate. 
. 


( vii ) 3 
They earneſtly and jointly requeſt that 
you will have the goodneſs to allow them to 

have your moſt impreſſive Charge made as 


public as poſſible. 
John Leigh, Foreman, 
Nichs. Loftus, Thomas Potter, 
Frans. Mc. Farſand, John Pemberton, 
| Robert Walker, George Cubbage, 
, FI Touche Hume, Jer. Sullivan, 
Henry Wilme, Robert Keeling, 
Charles Norman, Thomas Bennett, 
Thos. Wildridge, paul Savage, 
George Fon, William Pemberton, 
Hugh Skeys, John Ray, 
William Croſbie, John Rambaut, 
Robert Lee, : James Willſon. 


* 


THE 
SUBSTANCE 


OF A 


C H A RGE, &c. &c. 


| Gentlemen of the Grand Fury, | 


I HAVE no doubt that the Oath which you 
have now taken has made a deep and due 
impreſſion upon your minds---that your 
conduct in the, important Office which you 
have undertaken will be conformable to the 
ſpirit of that Oath---and that you will diſ- 
charge the Duties which it impoſes, diligent- 


ly and conſcientiouſly, not leſs to your own 


credit than to the advantage of the Public. 


What thoſe Duties are, it is hardly ne- 


ceſſary to detail to Gentlemen of your ex- 
perience and condition. No words indeed 


8 can 


1 
can more clearly expreſs them, than Thoſe 5 
of that Solemn Obligation by which you 
have juſt bound yourſelves. Vou are well 
and diligently to Inquire, and true Preſent 
ment make. Vou are not to diſcloſe his e 
Majeſty's Counſels, your Fellow-Jurors' 
or your own=---You ſhall Preſent no perſon | 
_ * or thing through malice, nor leave any 


« one Unpreſented through fear, favour, or 
« affection. | | 


i 


As long as the world is inhabited by. is im- 
perfect Beings, it will happen that © Offen- 
ces come.” To controul and puniſh Offen- 


ces, and to protect Innocence and Virtue, 


4 is, that certain known Rules of action, or 
Laws, are made; and to execute thoſe Laws, 
' by. which Society is held together in this 
Kingdom, and to adminiſter Juſtice to your 
County, You, Gentlemen, are now called to- | 

gether. . 


The firſt Object of the Laws! is to preſerve 
the Government and Conſtitution of the 
State. For this purpoſe. have been enacted 


the Statutes relative to High Treaſon, and 


for this purpoſe have been inſtituted the late 
Proſecutions | 


ry 
4 1 

Proſecutions for Treaſon, Conſpiracies and 
Sedition; Offences till of late Strangers to 
this loyal and humane Country. God grant 
that the numerous and fevere Examples 
which ha ve been made in the Capital and on 
the Circuits may have extended their bene- 
ficial influence to this, and to every other 
County of the Kingdom! God grant that 
the ignominious fate of thoſe obſtinate Vic- 
tims to Public Juſtice may have taught the 
deluded Abettors of Inſurrection and Trea- 
ſon the fatal folly of grappling with the 
Law!—that Juſtice, like the merciful! Author 
of our Being, though flow to mark what is 
done amiſs, is fure to overtake with multi- 
plied vengeance the perſevering and incorri- | 
gible Offender !—That ſuch Proſecutions 
ſhould have been neceſſary, to eyery good 
man muſt be matter of no lefs ſurpriſe than 
regret, becauſe the moſt prominent fea- 
ture of our Conſtitution is, that all Claſſes 
of men amongſt us are equally intitled to 
the benefit of the Laws. - that the Higheſt, 
are not above the Law---and that the Loweſt 
are within it's protection. 


e tt : The 


) | 
The next Object of the Laws is to protect 
our Lives, our Perſons, and our Property. 
| Fortunately there appears no Charge in the 
Calendar of an Offence againſt any of theſe, 
but ſuch as your Experience has rendered 
you perfectly converſant with. It is unne- 
ceſſary therefore to trouble you with any 
Comment 0 the nature of * 


For the execution of the . and the 


$7 puniſhment of Offences, the moſt uſual and 


effeQual Courſe of Proceeding is by Indict- 
ment; which is your proper and pecuhar 


province. But in deliberating upon ſuch 


Bills as ſhall be ſent up to you by our Of- 

| ficer, you will ever bear in recollection the 
ſacred Maxim of our Law“ that every 
man is to be preſumed Innocent till he be 
. proved Guilty,” It is true that the Grand 
Jury can receive Evidence, only 'in Support 
of the Charge; for an Indictment when 
found is an Accuſation only, and not a 
Trial. But before you entertain that Accu- 
ſation and adopt it as your own---before you 
ſtamp it with the ſolemn ſanction of your 
1+ ar before you declare upon your Oath 


that 


6.43; 

tbat there are juſt grounds for dooming a 
Fellow-Subject to a Trial, eventually affect- 
ing his property, liberty, character, perhaps 
his life Vou are bound to ſatisfy yourſelves | 
thoroughly, as far as the Evidence goes, 

that the Charge is true. The Grand- jury 
Room is not an Office in which every Bill of 
Indictment which the Crown ſhall think pro- 
per to prefer, is to be implicitly. Regiſtered. 


Vou havea ſtill prouder and more imperi- 
ous duty incumbent on you---the protection 


of Innocence againſt Malice and Power. 
The Grand Jury is ſtationed as an Out-poſt 
upon the very Frontier of Civil Libefty, to 


repel the firſt inroads of Injuſtice ; and the 


moment you find a Bill of Indictment with- 
out due conſideration and ſatisfactory. proof, 
you betray that critical Poſt confided to you 
by a jealous and provident Conſtitution.— 
And here allow me to repeat an admonition 
which I am fond of inculcating upon Grand 
Juries-—not to truſt too confidently to Infor- 
mations, which at beſt are but Secondary 

5 Evidence z and which are often taken as 


*4 Black Com, 302. 


negligently 


) 3 
negligently by the Magiſtrate, as they are 
ſworn vi indictively by the Proſecutor. It is 
for want of a due and patient inveſtigation 
of the Charge by the Magiſtrate, that our 
Grand- Jury table is ſo often loaded with an- 
gry and frivolous Informations. In all caſes 
of reaſonable doubt, ſuſpicion, or obſcurity, 
you ought to reject the Bill; or certainly not 
to find it, till you have called the Witnefles 
for the Crown before you, and ſatisfied 
yourſelves of the truth of the Charge * _ 


rig viva voce in tion, bh PG 


But, Gentlewen, your Wer are not con- 
fined to the walls of your Grand- Jury Room. 7 
As the Grand Inqueſt of the County, you 
are bound to Inquire after and make Preſent- 
ment of all Offenders, and of all Offences 
and Nuiſances coming directly within your 
own knowledge and juriſdidtion, and which 
from your Local advantages you have the 
beſt opportunities of diſcovering. Under 
this head of Inquiſitorial Duties, falls That 
which requires you to preſent all Places of 
unlawful reſort within your County, eſpe- 
ah ſuch as are kept open at unſeaſonable 
' hours. 


: „ 
hours, * upon a day fd to other pur 
poſes, the Sabbath; not for innocent recrea- 
tion, but for diflipation and wanton de- 
bauchery.—80 alſo all Meetings, Aſſociati- 
ons, and Clubs held for Combination among 
Tradeſmen; or for any diſorderly, ſeditious, 
or other unlawful putpoſe But above all, 
any Aſſemblies for promoting that modern 
complication of all Crimes of robbery, 
burglary, aſſaſſination and treaſon called 
Defenderiſm Such are proper objects for 
the moſt vigorous proſecution, and demand 


of courſe your moſt active and ſerious inqui- 


ry. And it may not be amiſs thus publicly 
to apprize the County, that the Legiſlature 
laſt Seſſion made the County of Dublin reſ- 
ponſible for all Robberies, Burnings and 
other ſuch Outrages therein committed, by 
giving to the Sufferers compenſation for their 
loſſes by Preſentment ;—in other words, by 
extending the operation of the 15th and 
16th of the King, called the Whiteboy AR, 
to this County.— It is caſy to diſcover the 
principle of this wiſe Proviſion, in the ſimple 
but happy Regulations which the great 
Alfred adopted to reduce his licentious Sub- 
jects 


a — a ri og ͤ— — = 
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1 
jects under the ſalutary reſtraints of Govern- 
ment and Law. He authorized the People 
to raiſe the Hue and Cry, and to make freſb 
Suit from place to place till the offender was 
apprehended. And in order to intereſt the 


diſturbed Diſtrict in ſuch immediate purſuit, 


he made the ſeveral Diviſions and Sub- 
diviſions, into which he "diſtributed his 
Kingdom, anſwerable in damages for all 


Robberies therein committed. 


Gentlemen, in your Inquiſitorial capacity 


devolves upon you another Duty, painful 


perhaps in the execution, but dear to hu- 


+ manity, and ſuch as on reflexion will well 


reward your trouble—that of viſiting your 


Jails, and ſeeing that they are regulated ac- 


cording to Law. Since the laſt Quarter Seſ- 
fion our Priſoners have been turned over to 
the New Jail that ſplendid Monument 
of the humanity and munificence of our 
County, and of the taſte and talents of the 
ingenious *® Architect whom they employed. 
Let us follow up and ſecond the benevo- 


* Sir John Trail. 


lence 


$0 


* of: ah, County of Dublin, and take 


care that this noble Eſtabliſhment, ſo hap- 


pily contrived for the reformation of the 

Criminal, be not converted into a Seminary 
of wickedneſs and vice. Let us take care 

that the Crimes and inveterate Abuſes of the 


Old Priſon be not transfered with the 
Priſoners to the New. Let us ſee that 


the ſcanty Rights of the Unhappy be not 


abridged.— Gentlemen. let me recommend 
to you, when the Crown Buſineſs (which 
always claims your firſt attention) ſhall be 


diſpatched, to appoint a Committee to Viſit 


the Jail before the Court ſhall finally ad- 
journ; and let them on the ſpot Inquire 
into the conduct of the Jailer and his infe- 
rior Officers towards the Priſoners. A 
Jailer ſhould be taught that he is the Keeper, 
not the Tyrant, or Lord of his Priſoners— 
that the Powers intruſted to him over his 
Priſoners are for their ſafe cuſtody, and not 
for extortion, perſecution, or oppreſfion — 
and that as long as a Priſoner conducts him- 


ſelf in a decent and orderly manner, he is 
intitled to humane treatment, and to every 
indulgence conſiſtent with Security and his 
D Sentence. 


ue, 


1 


| Seintonite. In a word, it is the duty af. ry 
Jailer to command with temper, and to in- 
force his juſt authority with firmneſs, but 
without violence, inſolence, or brutality.— 
Your Committee will perceive alſo the ne - 
ceſſity of extending their Inquiry to the con- 
duct of the Inſpector-General, the Local In- 
ſpector, the Diſtributor of Bread, the Cliap- 
lain, the Phyſician; in ſhort, of every Officer 
whom the County hath attached at very libe- 
ral Salaries to the Jail. Let them ſee whether 
the Regulations preſctibed by, the Jail Acts, 
particularly the ſpecific Ries ordained by 
the 15th of the King, be ſtrictly obſerved ; 
but above all, whether Spirituous Liquors, 
Cards, Dice, or any other Game for money, 
be permitted 1 in the Priſon.—— And of all 
theſe matters you, Gentlemen, will be pleaſed - 
at your Teiſure to make a * Report in writ- 
It would be unjuſt to the reſpectable Gentlemen 


compoſing the preſent Grand Jury to conceal, that this 


Advice from the Bench has been followed with the moſt 
Iaudable and humane punctuality. A Committee was 
ſelected, who proceeded to the New Priſon ; and after 
a long and minute inveſtigation into the ſeveral particu- | 

| | lars 


% 
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ing to this Court; to the end that we Wey 


adopt the moſt effectual Regulations within 
our competence for correcting any exiſting 


Abuſes, and for the better government of our 
Priſon i in future. * 2s the quily o- 


708 | 
veal. to. their attention, ee to the 


Court towards the cloſe of the Seſſion, a very well- 


digeſted and comprehenſive Report. It was ſatisfactory 
to obſerve the favourable teſtimony i in general borne by 
them to the conduct of the preſent Jailer and of the 


ſeveral other Officers z but particularly to that of the 


Rev. Mr. Stubbs, the Chaplain and Local Inſpector, 


whoſe aſſiduity and benevolence in both capacities arę 
vouched i in the moſt flattering terms by the Committee. ; 


The Chairman and Magiſtrates loſt no time in taking 
this Report into conſideration, and after an attentive 


| inſpection of the Priſon, adopted ſome Regulations. 
Among others it was Reſolved, that at each Quarter 
Seſſion two Juſtices ſhould be appointed Viſtort of the 


New Priſon, who ſhould inſpect it once a week at leaſt, 
during the Quarter, together or ſeparately z examine the 


condition and cleanlineſs of the Cells the conduct of 


the Jailer, and the treatment of the Priſoners; rectify 
all abuſes within their controul; enter at each Viſit 


every Occurrence worthy of obſervation, 1 in a Book to be 


kept under lock and key in the Priſon ; and deliver in 


ſuch Book as the Report of 10 Viſitors to the a 


Quarter Seſſion. 
D 2 cupation 


EE  } 

*  eupation of the benevolent Howard, who 
laid down his Life in mitigating human Mi- 
ſery ; whoſe Divine Spirit purged the peſti- 
lential Vapour, lightened the fetters, and 

ſoftened the horrours of 9 Dungeon in 
Europe 


From many years acquaintance in my Ju- 
dicial capacity with the Grand Juries of the 
County of Dublin, I am aware how unne- 
_ ceſlary it is to detain you longer upon the 
ſubje& of your Duties. Of both Grand and 
Petit Juries J will ſay, that I have ever 
found them governed by a conſcientious re- 
gard to their Oaths; and let me add, that 
of late, under very trying circumſtances, 


+ they have uniformly and to their immortal 


honour evinced an unſhaken zeal for our 
good King and unrivalled Conſtitution; 
diſplaying to their Fellow-Subjefts of 
both Kingdoms a bright example of Loy- 
alty and true Love of their Country. But 
before you withdraw, permit me to ad- 
dreſs a word to you upori the preſent Criti- 
cal State of the Country. If ever there was 
A Period which loudly and . called 
far 


6 


for the active and vigorous exertions af 
every good Subject in his various capacities 
and relations, it ſurely is the preſent. It is 
not merely our Political Exiſtence as an im- 
portant Limb of the freeſt and happieſt 
Empire in the world that is at ſtake, but the 
Phyfical Exiſtence of every Individual amongſt 
us. We know that the favourite and avow- 
ed object of the French Government is to 
devote their whole concentered Force to the 
Extermination of the Britiſ Empire. We 
alone have ſtood in their way to Univerſal 
Dominion; which doubtleſs would lead to 
the utter extinctionſ o of all Religion, Pro- 
perty and Social Order. We know that an 
Invaſion of theſe happy and flouriſhing 
Tflands (flouriſhing even amidſt the deſola- 
tion of Europe) is the Golden Expedition 
with which they amuſe their wretched im- 
poveriſnhed Country; and that if they can 
detach the few Allies who faithfully ſtand 
by us, they will, no matter at what hazard, 
attempt the deſperate Experiment. At 4 
period ſo alarming and awful, fortunately all 
prudent and well- affected men ſee the indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity of ſtepping forward and 


ftraining © 
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3 every nerve to repel the common 


danger. Upon that vital ſubject, involving 


National Independence and Perſonal Secu- 


55 rity, no difference of opinion can ſubſiſt 
amongſt us. The external urgent danger 
muſt bind and compreſs us internally; com- 


mon intereſt will excite us to general action; 
and while the danger prevails, all projects 
of Ambition, all Religious and Political 
Controverſies will ſurely be ſuſpended, and 
give place to a cordial co-operation of all 
Parties againſt the common Enemy. The 
JunQure admits but of one diſtinction g 


the Friends of our Conſtitution, and it's 


Foes. I ſee the old Military Enthuſiaſm of 


Ireland which in the late war preſented 
an invincible front to the Combined Powers 
of Europe ſee your charaReriſtic gallantry 
once more in motion. I ſee all the Energies 
of the Iſland her whole Property and Power 


preſſing forward to embody and array under 


the ſanction of Government pro arit et focis 


in defence of our Country, our Li- 
berties, our Families, of every thing dear 


to the heart of man. In ſuch a Seaſon 


5 n would be Polly, .c or ſomething 


worſe. 


(8 } 


worſe. In ſuch a ſeaſon it was that the great 


5 Athenian Stateſman pronounced ns 


to be Treaſon at the beſt it would argue 
that infatuated Apathy, which in a time 
of danger is the forerynner of ruin. 
Mean time it is neceſſary to watch nar- 
rovrly our Domeſtic Enemies, the more dan- 
gerous becauſe diſguiſed. It cannot be 
doubted that * Treaſon rankles in our boſom ; 
that men are to be found amongſt us leagued 
with France, deep in her intereſt and Coun- 
cils; who invite Invaſion, who labour to in- 
troduce into the heart of their Country a 
deſtructive and implacable Foe. At a time 
when: Conſpiracies have been diſcovered 
againſt the very Being of the State ; when 
Men, once of conſideration and Popular in- 
fluence amongſt us, ſtand Fugitives and Out- 
lawed Traitors; when ſo many atrocious 
Criminals have forfeited their Lives for 
Enormities till of late unknown amongſt us 


The offence of inciting Foreigners to invade the 
« Kingdom is a Treaſon of ſignal enormity. In the 
_ << lowelſt eſtimation of things and in all poſſible events, 

“ it is an attempt on the part of the Offender to render 


“ his Country the ſeat of blood and deſolation.“ "Yoſt, | 
66 275 N 


for 
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for aſſaſſination, | conſpiracies, tr eaſon yo 
at ſuch a juncture no honeſt man will deny 


that a comprehenſive Plot exiſts 'in the . 


State, or damp the ardour of ' manly and ſpi- 
rited precautions. Among other too- ſuc- 
ceſsful means of miſchief they have got poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſome of our public Prints; turn- 
ing the very Palladium of our Liberty, a 
Free Preſs, into an Inſtrument of our own 
deſtruction that Preſs which ſhould be 
guarded as our moſt precious Inheritance; 
' guarded alike againſt Licentiouſneſs and En- 
croachment, In their Language too as well 
as.in their Writings you perceive them acting 
as the zealous Emiſſaries of France | extoll- 
ing the power of our Enemies, yet lulling 
their Country into a fatal Security —rejoicing 
in their victories - extenuating their atroci- 
ties—deriding our conqueſts---miſrepreſent- 
ing the meaſures of a vigilant and virtuous 
: Government---and ſcattering with unceaſing 


induſtry the ſeeds of Diſcontent and Rebel- + 


lion through the Land. -To Gentlemen of 
your education and character it would ſcarce- 
ly be reſpectful to vindicate, againſt the 
calumnies of bad men, a Fenn from 
which 


ES TIS. 2 
_ which we all derive unparalleled protection . 
It is engraved upon your hearts in characters 


of indelible veneration, the object of your 


grateful and moſt rational affection. Were 
evidence required of it's Pre- eminence, ſeek 
it not beyond theſe walls---look for it in the 
high Truſt committed to yourſelves. Here, 
to be Suſpected is not to be Guilty---well- 
earned Property, Moderation, Religion are 
not Crimes Accuſation i is not Con viction — 
nor is Conviction inſtant and inevitable 
Death. Here, no trembling Victim is dragged 
by the recking hands of Aſſaſſins before a 
Bench of blood-ſtained Monſters, and con- 

ſigned to immediate butchery, cut off even 
in the bloſſoms of his Sin.“ Here, you 
behold the Reſgn only of the Laws; the 
confidence of Innocence, and the reaſonable 
hope even of Guilt truely penitent of it's 
Crimes. Here Innocence may ſcorn all the 
puny efforts of Malice and Wealth and Power, 
as long as the great Centinel of Civil Liberty, | 
the Grand Jury, ſleeps not on his poſt.---- 
Compare then the Britiſh Juriſprudence, as 
thus conducted amongſt us, with that Tribu- 
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nal of Blood which will be erected here, if 

ever the malignant labours of our Parricides 
prevail ; with the horrid outrages committed 
under the Semblance of Juriſprudence in 
that diſtracted Country: Compare their 
- Fraternity, which is but another name for 
confiſcation, maſlacre and ruin, and which 
will be our lot if ever the peaceful ſhores of 
Ireland be diſturbed, and a rapacious Enemy 
ſhall find his way into our Country ; com- 
pare that frightful ſtate of things with the 
preſent ſecurity of your manifold comforts 
and ſolid enjoyments, with the proſperity 
and rapid growth of your People : and ſay 
---are you prepared for ſuch a Tranſition ? 
Are you prepared to be Severed from the 
Britiſh Empire, and to purchaſe by Requiſi- 
tions, Contributions and Forced Loans an 
Incorporation with France ? Are you pre- 
| pared to reſign this venerable Fabric, con- 
ſtructed by the combined virtue and wiſdom 
of Ages; the Sanctuary of Freedom; to 
exchange the Britiſh Conſtitution this foſ- 
tering Parent of every thing that can adorn 
or ennoble Human Nature for a Revolutio- 


nary 


„ | 
nary Government, where property, liberty, 
Life are but the Sport of unrelenting 
Caprice ? 


- 


The moſt fervent prayer of my heart is, 
that the Britiſh Empire may prove an Ex- 
ample, and France a Warning tothe World ! 
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ADDRESS 
. | DELIVERED TO THE, | 
GRAND JURY 
1 : ; or THE ; 
- COUNTY or DUBLIN, 
On Tueſday the 10th of January, 1797. 
By ROBERT DAY, Es M. P. 


Ons or mrs Mags Trr's COUNSEL LEARNED IN THE 
Law, AND CHAIRMAN OF THE $41D COUNTY. 


Firſt publiched in Dublin at the requeſt on 
| 8 the Magiſtrates and Grand Jury, 
ro WHICH ARB ADDED, 
: Introductory OBSERVATIONS recommended 


to the attention of the ProE of 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


NORTH ALLERTON, 
8 | PainTeD BY J. LANGDALE, AnD 
. DUBLIN, | 2 
Re-rzinTEeD BY RICHARD EDWARD MERCIER and CO. Boox- 


: SELLERS TO THF Hon. SocitTY or King's-InNs, and To Bt 
| | $0LD AT THEIR SHors iu Tut Naw CounTs, anD „ 
| | No. 31, ANGLESRA-STAEET. 
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Jury of the County of Dublin, 


1 


| State, which nothing is fo likely to promote as dif. 


Fuſing. RY notions of Loyalty and Religion, ſuch as 
are contained in that truely patriotic Addreſs, —It 
is prefaced by ſome deſultory Obſervations, which 


are intended for the conſideration of Landholders 


and other opulent perſons in this part of the Coun- 


try, influenced too much by the apprehenſion and 
alarm of Invaſion ; obſervations which, with the 


| moſt abundant allowance, ſerve but as a Cloud to 
| obſcure. for = meli e Sun. But whatever | 
amendment they might want, it was thought better 

to haſten the publication, than to delay from any 


ſecondary motive a work of ſuch importance in the 
| preſent temper and diſpoſition of this Country. 


„„ 
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| INTRODUCTORY QBSERVATIONS, 


RECOMMENDED 


To rns 


Attention of e 


WW People of Great Britain. 


2 


Tx; Addreſs, which is hexe re-publiſhed is dif- 
tinguiſhed by a happy union of piety with patriotiſm. 
Such an union, graced by the attractive charms of 


| eloquence, can ſcarcely fail to excite admiration : : 


and it would be a ſcandalous libel on the principles 


and ſentiments of the people of Great Britain, tq 


impute to them a diſregard of thoſe eminent virtues, 
which have been the ſubject of the higheſt eulo- 
gium, in the fiſter kingdom. 


An emulous diſpoſition, evinced in the practice 
of duties, which contribute to the ſafety of our 
country, and confirm our enjoyment of domeſtic 


herpineſe n . ever be conducive to the public 


weal ; 


( 6 'Y | | | WM 


. ranks of people in 
Ireland, on the late occaſion, will, it is hoped, ſtis 

| palate {bis enmilation 3 and -rouſe our-ymmoſt ef, 
forts, to fulfil our duties to God, our King and 
Country, and ourſelyes z as the only means of prey 
ſerving the lives of our families, and our rights, li- 
berties, and property, from HM EY 
9 . 


'The dectred deſigns of the enemy io invade thi 
country, render the pious exultation in the follow, 
ing Addreſs, upon che late deliverance of Ireland, 
peculiarly intereſting. But, as we cannot always 
expect the interpoſition of Providence, in a fimilar 
probably be requiſite to repulſe enemies impelled tq 
the moſt daring attacks, by thirſt of rapine and 

Let vs "they r example of var” 
1 ——————— 
and party politics, tp oppoſe our common ſoes. 


The Author of the animating Addreſs to the 
Grand Jury of the County of Dublin, hath detailed 
„ nee 11 ear ol | 
invited by Traitors. That part of the Addreſs, it is 


to be hoped, is applicable but to very few in Great 
Britain, 


Britain. Yet, as it is poſſible, this publication,ay 
fall into the hands of fome ſuch miſguided peopte 3 
it is recommended to them to reflect upon the fate 
of the deluded Inhabitants of thoſe Countries, 
| which have become ſubject to the Enemy's domi- 
nion, under the deceitful maſk of Fraternity, or by 
the more juſt, but unfortunate, events of war. To 
draw a true repreſentation of the paff and preſent 
fituation of thoſe wretehed inhabitants, it is only 
neceſſary to compare happineſs with fniſery; riches 
with poverty ; ſecurity with rapacity ; and freedom 
wich oppreſſion and tyranny. Theſe are the fruits 
of ſraternity, and falſe philoſophy, introduced un- 
der the fpecious appearance of the Rights of Man. 
Ahe practical reſult of which, experience hath 
plainly ſhewn, is the ſubverſion of all order and juſt. 
government; and the ſeiaure of all property when 
ever occaſion, or pretence, ſuggeſts. Againſt theſe 
miſeries let us be prepared, by uſing the precau- 
tions which prudence and reaſon dictate, and by 
continuing united and firm, in the ſupport, of our 
excellent Conſtitution and Government. 


There are various ways, in which almoſt every 
Individual, may be greatly uſeful in theſe times of 
impending danger; the ready offer of which would 
add to public confidence; and might, proportion- 
ably, diſcourage any attempt of. the enemy; who 

| | | muſt 


LS 


\ 


Muſt ineyitably fail, in every attick on theſe king 
doms, F wwe remain true to ourſelves. Amongſt ſome 
of the inſtances of loyalty, which may be noticed; 
' the liberal offers of many farmers, and others in 
Scotland, to furniſh horſes and carts to'government, 
are worthy of general imitation. To mention other 
| Inftances, would probably be only anticipating the 
intentions 'of many. But there is one point; to | 
which the public attention hath been directed, only 
within a few days paſt, and which, it is not unlike- 
ly, the Enemy had in view, when a deſcent on this 
country was reſolved upon; that is, the depreſſion 
of public credit. . As the greateſt, and moſt flouriſh- 
ing commercial nation in the world, every fluctua- 
tion affecting its mercantile tranſactions, becomes a 
ſerious event; and our mercantile negotiations, are 
fo intimately connected with interior concerns, and 
thence with landed intereſts ; that whatever affects 
| one, by progreſſive ſteps extends to the other. The 
Landholder, however unaecountably, takes but lit- 
tle notice of, and is not in the leaſt alarmed at even 
a general war, when no invaſion of his tountry is ap- 
prehended ; but the moment ſuch an event is talked 
of, his fears get the better of his reaſon, and of his in- 
 tereſts at the ſame time. And, as if deſirous of be- 
coming a richer booty to the invading foe, he col- 
jects in all his caſh, and rather tempts perſonal ex- 
tortion, plunder, murder, or. other puniſhment, 
| from 


tf 


1 an his abs than truſt to the 
ſecurity of the beſt credit in the Rue. for a fu- 
ture reſtoration of his wealth. - | 5 


The dns on the other hand, whoſe pro- 


perty is continually expoſed to the riſk of capture, 


and is in every way affected by war, inſtead of 
drawing in his ſpecie, converts it, into goods, or ; 
paper, and takes it with him, or negotiates it, or 
leaves it behind, with as much confidence, and; 
frequently with more profit, than in time of peace. 


From the conduct of theſe two different deſerip- 
tions of men, the Landholder and the Merchant; 
it will eaſily be ſeen, how much habits of life tend 
to conquer the unreaſonable force of the paſſions, | 
and how neceſſary it is for our real intereſts, to be 
free from the debafing influence of panic fear, and its 
ſelf-deſtroying companion, avarice. Theſe reflec- 
tions ariſe from the very recent alarm imparted to 
public credit, and the conſequent anxiety of farmers 
and others, who injudiciouſly demand cafþ inſtead 
of the uſual medium of payment. In doing this, 
they clearly err; and, whilſt they cunningly deviſe 
how to ſecure themſelves, they are not, perhaps, 
aware, that they will be entrapped in their van 
toils, by adding to the diſtreſſes of the country, in 

e + teh 


4%) 
which: they muſt, 228 fuch nn be 1 


involved. 


The events, and terrors, which muſt follow an 
actual invaſion, are beyond even the power of ima- 
gination to conjecture; but many, and extraordi- 
nary as they may be, the exaggerated reports of 
ſuch an attempt, will certainly magnify them; and 
by the alarm, in which weak and timid people will 
indulge, the minds of the inactive will ſuffer ten- 
fold more anxiety, than thoſe who ſhall gloriouſly 
| ſtrive to meet, and encounter their enemies, on our 

« Seagirt-ſhores,” | ” 


In theſe, and in all our troubles, Chriſtians and 
- Britons, will, it is hoped, put their truſt in THE 
ALMicuTy CREATOR, and wisE GovERNOR or 
THE UNIVERSE, who hath hitherto been our de- 
fence againſt our enemies, and by repeated mercies 
hath favoured our happy Iſland ; and enabled our 
anceſtors to rear a conſtitution, which is become 
| the envy of nations, and admiration of the world. 


By adhering to, and ins theſe principles, 
we ſhall reſt on te the Rock of ages;” and may bid 
defiance to the ſtormy billows of reſtleſs ambition 
| which agitate our inſulting and impious foes, and 

perhaps too many amongſt ourſelves. With theſe. 

| ſentiments, 


( rx ) 
ſentiments, let us, in the words of an leg pot, 
join in the — invocation. 2 


c O thou! leaks cable nod the Scale 

„ empire riſes or alternate falls, 
1 „ TO GO ON ue 
9 ee 
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COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 
5 10th January, 1799. 

AT the Quarter Seffions of the Peace 
held for ſaid County, at Kilmainham, it was 
unanimouſly Reſolved by the Grand Fury to 
return their warmeſt Thanks to ROBERT 
DAY, Eſq. Chairman, for his moſt excel- 
lent and well-timed Charge, this day by 
him delivered, happily calculated to inſpire 
a juſt veneration for Religion and our free 
and invaluable Conſtitution, and to requeſ? 
be will eulen to the Publication thereof, 


Signed by order, 
for Self and Fellow-Furors, 


W. COWLEY, Foreman. 
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Gentlemen 7 the Grand Jury 


I SHALL not trouble you this day with 
many words. The preſent tranquil and 
orderly ſtate of our County and Capital, 
and the ſcanty Calendar in my hand, call 
ſtarcely fot any other expreſſion from me 
than that of the moſt lively and cordial 
congratulation. The times, it is true, 
have been turbulent; the Laws had loſt 
their energy and juſt authority; and hu- 
manity muſt for ever deplore the ſtteams 
of blood which the inſulted juſtice of 
. 3 the 


= BBY 


the country has exacted. But it is 4 


conſolation of much moment that ſo 


many unhappy Victims have not died in 
vain. Our miſguided fellow- ſubjects, 
' warned by numerous and ſevere exam- 
ples, have diſearded their evil Counſel- 
lors, and abandoned the criminal courſes 
into which they had been deluded. 


They have opened their eyes at laſt to 


the bleſſings of that Conſtitution which 
protects them; and have returned to 
the paths of honeſt and ſober induſtry, 
and a due ſubmiſſion to the layys of the 


Gentlemen, I feel that it would be 
an inſenſible and diſguſting waſte of 
your time, to detain you at this joyful 
moment by a cold and phlegmatic diſſer- 

tation upon your Duty, the threadbare 

theme on which I have ſo often ſoli- 
cited public attention. I feel that at 
this proud juncture ſuch a diſcourſe 
, Ts I would 


49.4 


would be deemed, as it ought, a pe- 
dantic mockery of your beſt and fineſt 
feelings, engroſſed, as no doubt they now 
are, by one of the moſt exhilarating and 
fublime Subjects that ever preſented it- 
ſelf to the enraptured mind of man. 
Yes, Gentlemen! virtue has triumphed 
over crime, order over anarchy, liberty 
over ſlavery, Religion over Atheiſm.--- 
The right arm of our gracious GOD hath 
been ftretched out to cruſh an impious 
Foe, and to fave and protect his favou- 
rite Iſland. The long-patient vengeance, 
the ſlumbering wrath of a juſt and terri- 
ble Divinity hath at laſt been awakened, 
and hath vindicated his power and juſ- 
tice upon the heads of an bardened and 
Apoſtate Race, who have profcribed him 
from his Temples, and denied even the 
exiſtence of the Living God. 


In contemplating this ſignal Mercy, 


there are certain facts too prominent and 
B 2 emphatical 


0 


emphatical to eſcape the notice of the 
moſt ſuperficial obſerver; facts which 
might impreſs conviction upon Infidelity 
itſelf, were Infidelity capable of convic- 
tion. The diſcomfiture and utter con- 
fuſion of an Enemy ſteeped in blood, 
ſteeled © againſt every compunctious vi- 
ſiting of nature,” have been the ſole and 
excluſive work of the Almighty. Pro- 
vidence, it would ſeem, had reſerved to 
himſelf the puniſhment of thoſe declared 
enemies of all order, virtue and religion. 
 Aﬀavit Deus et diffpantur. It was the 
Breath of the Almighty. which diſperſed 
them. He uttered his will; and ſtrait- 
way the Enemy, who had eluded the 
Britiſh fleet, and had already in imagi- 
- nation rioted in the golden ſpoils of this 
plundered and devoted land, were ſcat- 
tered. This proud Armament, the laſt 
effort of their expiring Navy, invited 
. hither by Traitors, advanced with all the 
: confidence of another Armada to a 
certain | 


Fo 


(wr) 


| Certain and eaſy conqueſt, 1 has cloſed 
its career with the ſame diſaſtrous and 
tragical cataſtrophe,---Nor can it be for- 

otten by any well-regulated mind, that 
ris awful Viſitation had been appointed | 
for the great Feſtival of Chriſtianity ; as 
if to recall, by a tremendous warning at 
that ſacred ſeaſon, a loſt and infatuated 
people to a due reverence for our holy 


Religion, which had been the object of 


their deriſion, and which they had by a 
formal Decree aboliſhed and abjured. 


But this is not all. If the pompous 
Enterprize, from which your Deſtruction 
was promiſed, has been miſerably fruſtrat- 
ed, your preſervation has been accom- 
pliſhed by means not only the moſt effec- 

tual, but the moſt judicious and beſt ſe- 

lected. It is true, a fair opportunity has 
been loſt of emblazoning another day in 
the crowded calendar of Britiſh Glory; 

T but humanity and true policy, frugal of 
l 1 the 
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the blood of Patriots and Heroes, ſhrink 
alike from the blood-ſtained triumphs 


which feed the unfeeling pride and paſ- 
ſions of Nations and Conquerors! Your 
deliverance has been effected by happier 
and more providential means; it has 
not coſt you a ſingle life or a ſingle ſhip. 


---That Storm; which burſt u pon the 


hoſtile Fleet, locked up ours ſecure in 
Port—-and what at firſt was felt by us 

all as a Misfortune, proves ultimately 
but another inſtanceof Divine favour. 


H 
5 


« For my own part, as a ſteady and 
confirmed Chriſtian, I cannot but deſcry, 


1n the ſtrong-marked events of this auſ- 
picious hour, the Divine finger---the 
immediate interpoſition of an avenging, 


a protecting, a juſt Ruler of the Uni- 


verſe. I can diſcover in theſe providen- 


tial occurrences a Superintending Diſ- 


penſer of good and evil; © ſcattering a 
Frople that delight in War;” ſcourging 


the 


Ta 

the *verfidy & a Goverament who pros 

jet the deſtruction of your Country, 

even while they preſent to you the 

Olive-branch of Peace; mortifying their 

contumelious inſolence, their pride, their 

gigantic arrogance; inſpiring the fiye- 
headed Deſpot of France, by practical 

leſſons of bitter adverſity, with ſenti- 

ments of becoming moderation ; and 
holding forth to exhauſted Humanity 

fome reaſonable . pfoſ; pea, ſome fair 

. of OY HOO, 


| 66 But, hn, it * be UNs 
juſt to paſs over the effects of this much · 
vaunted Expedition amongſt ourſelyes, 


happy beyond the moſt ſanguine hope, 


* The Negotiations for Peace continued till tho 


Expedition was ready, and then were abruptly and 

contumeliouſly broken off. The Fleet ſailed from 

Breſt on Thurſday evening che 1 5th December, and 

on the 19th Lord Malmeſbury received the French 

Miniſter's Note commanding: __— to * Paris by 
$8 hours. 


When 


7” 


When I had the honour to aqdreſs the 
laſt Grand Jury of the County, I took 
the liberty to draw their attention to the 
eritical ſtate of public affairs, and to 
_ ſuggeſt the neceſſity of arming ourſelves 
under the ſanction of Government, in 
conformity to the Veomanry AR of this 
Seſſion. But well as I had feafon to re- 
collect the martial alacrity and genius of 
our Countrymen, my mind, I own, had 
not been prepared to expect or to con- 
ceive the poſſibility of what has ſince 
happened. High as I knew their pulſe 
to beat at the call of danger, of honour 
and of their Country, I hardly could ex- 
peat that all party animoſities, religious 
and political, would inftantly have fab- 
ſided— that all profeſſions, trades and 
occupations, would be abandoned for 
arms that in the f pace of three ſhort 
months, you would have become a Na- 
tion of Soldiers, and another Volunteer 
Army would have ariſen more ſudden, 
more 


(rs). 


more. ſyſtematic, and Ader a 
even than the former. This mad and 
deſperate Enterpriſe has developed the 
true character of Ireland to admiring 
Europe, It has diſplayed your gallantry, 
your patriotiſm, and your public ſpirit. 
---Theſe, however, are virtues which 
were never denied to the Iriſh Character. 
| But it has proved alſo, what perhaps 

was not before ſo well underſtood, the 

' ſound and loyal principles of the Sou- 

thern Peaſantry, their correct conception 
and deep abhorrence of French Frater- 
_ nity, and their ardent devotion to their 
good King and to the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion and Government. It has produced 
the paſtoral Letter of the pious Catholic 
Biſhop of Cork, breathing a ſpirit of 
SF peace, 


I give that admirable Letter at full length becauſe 
no panegyric can do juſtice to it. This excellent 
Divine did not hang back or temporize till the dan- 


0 
peace, , loyalty and philanthropy, worthy 
of an Apoſtle;---It has in a word, vindi- 
cated the great Roman Catholic' Maſs 
againſt the miſconceptions of men pre- 
jadiced, becauſe uninformed, and (what 
| was 


ger was paſt. With a courage not leſs ſtriking than 
his jopdiey and benevolence, he delivered this im- 
preſſive and ſpirited” Exhortation upon the firſt ap- 
pearance of an' hoſtile Armament on our coaſt. 
Ardent in the cauſe of his God, his King and his 
Country, and regardleſs of every perſonal conſide- 

| ration, he did not balance between duty and dan- 
ger. At the very criſis of our fate, when the force 

„and peril (ſwelled by panic and credulity) could not 

| be known or cakculated, he loſt not a moment in 
giving battle to an Acheiſtical Enemy, and expoſing 
ee in caſe of any untoward event to cheir moſt 
rancorous vengeance: | | 


The Cork Committee, compoſed of 31 Citizens of 
the firſt rank and character, without any regard to 
religious diſtinction, cauſed 3000 Copies of this 
ſalutary and ſeaſonable admonition to be immedi- 
ately printed and circulated _— the " and | 
County, . 


« DOCTOR . 


5% 1 2 3 


| was more difficult) againſt the difaffec- 
tion and criminal tardineſs of certain - 
i diſcontented Individuals of their own 
| body.--The Elements have ſaved us ;--- 
a Britiſh Fleet may ſave us but while 
We 


& « DOCTOR th ANCIS MOYLAN 
To HIS BELOVED Lock, 5 
The Roman Catholics of the Dioceſe of Cork 


% At a moment of ſuch general Alarm and Con- | 
ſternation, it is a Duty I owe to you, my Beloyed 
Flock, to recall to your minds the ſacred Principles of 
Loyalty, Allegiance and good Order, that muſt direct 
your conduct on ſuch an awful Occaſion. Charged 
as I am, by that Bleffed Saviour, whoſe Birth with 
grateful hearts we on this Day ſolemnize, , with the 
Care of your Souls, intereſted beyond expreſſion in 
your Temporal and Eternal welfare, it is incumbent 
on me to exhort you to that peaceable demeanor, 
which muſt ever mark his true and faithful Diſci- 
3 ples. Y 5 


8 Loyalty to the Sovereign and reſpect for the 
_ conſtituted Authorities, have been always! the promi- 
n nent 


(28) 
we are thus united at home, thus ani 
mated 120 a juſt ſenſe of the incalculable 
bleſſings 


nent features in che Chriſtian Character; and by 


Patriotiſm and Obedience to the Eſtabliſhed form of 
Government, have our Anceſtors been diſtinguiſh-' 


ed at times, and under circumſtances very different 
from theſe in which we have the happineſs to live. 
For, bleſſed be God, we are no longer Strangers in 


our native Land, no longer excluded from the Be- 


nefits of the happy Conſtitution under which we 
live, no longer ſeparated by odious diſtinctions from 
ur Fellow-ſubjefts. To our Gracious Sovereign 
we are bound by the concurring principles of grati- 


tude and duty, and to all our fellow Citizens by mu- 


| tual Intereſt and Chriſtian Charity. 


: 0 "Under theſe circuniſtances it is obvious What 
.'$ _lineof conduct you are to adopt, if the Invaders, who 
are ſaid to be on our Coaſts, ſhould make good their 


landing, and attempt to penetrate into our Country. 
To allure Jou to a co-operation with their views, 
they will not fail to make ſpecious profeſſions, that 
their only object is to Emancipute you from the pre- 


tended Tyranny under which you groan; and to 


reſtore you thoſe — of which they will ſay you 


are deprived. 
& Tou; 


„ 
bleflings we enjoy the perfect ſecurity 


of our i our Property, and our 
Perſons 


„ You, my good People; whom I particularly Ad- 
dreſs, who are ſtrangers to paſſing Occurrences, had 
you known in what manner they fulfilled ſimilar 
promiſes in the unfortunate Countries into which, 
on the faith of them, they gained admittance, you 
would learn Caution from their Credulity, and diſ- 
truſt Men who have trampled on all Laws Human 
and Divine; Germany, Flanders, Italy, Holland, 
to ſay nothing of their own, once the happieſt, now 
the moſt miſerable Country in the World, can atteſt 
the irreparable ruin, deſolation and nen oc- 
caſioned · by French + | 


te Be not deceived by the hire of Equalizing pro- 
perty, which they will hold out to you, as they did 
to the above-mentioned People; for the Poor, in- 
ſtead of getting any part of the ſpoil of the Rich, 
were robbed of their own little pittance. 


& Be not then impoſed on by their profeſſions 
they come only to Rob, Plunder and Deſtroy- 
| Liſten not to their agitating Abettors in this Coun- 

try, who endeavour _ every means to corrupt your 
| principles, 
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 Perfons---confident in our own reſout- 
ces, we may bid defiance to any future 

experiments 


Principles, but join Heart and Hand with all the 
virtuous and honeſt Members of the Community, 
who are tome forward with diſtinguiſhed Patrio- . 
tiſm, as well to reſiſt the invading Foe, as to, coun- 
teract the inſidious Machinations of the Domeſtic 
. Enemies and - unnatural Children, who are ſeeking 
to bring to their Native Country the train of untold 
Evils that flow from Anarchy and Confuſion. —— 
Obey the Laws that protect you in your Perſons 
and Properties——Reverence the Magiſtrate en- 
- truſted with their execution, and diſplay your rea- 
dineſs to ** every ä in your Power. 5 * 


o AQ FO, my 8 Brethren, from a princi- 
ple of Conſcience, and you will thereby enſure the 
favor of your God, and the approbation of all good 
Men whereas a contrary conduct will draw down 
inevitable Ruin on you here, and eternal _ 
hereafter. we 


ce I ſhall conelude with this imple Reflection, 1 
che ſway of our impious Invaders were eſtab- 


ned, you would not, my beloved Peopl ener 


(2 
experiments which our implacable Ene: 


and _ be raſh n to repeat. 


8 UE very ſerious and alarming fag 
is · now confirmed beyond a doubt, that 
a traiterous Correſpondence has been 
maintained by Miſcreants in this King- 
dom with the Government of France. 
It now appears that the Invaſion, thus 
happily averted, has been promoted by 
domeſtic Traitors, ſcandalouſly miſre- 
preſenting the general ſpirit and tem- 
per of the - Iriſh peaſantry :—that Inva- 
ſion, which was to lay waſte your fields, 
to ſack and pillage your cities and ha- 
© pitations, 


the comfort of Celebrating this AUSPICIOUS 
DAY with Gladneſs and Thankſgiving, por of 
uniting with 41. L. Chriſtians on Earth, and with the 
celeſtial Spirits in Heaven, in ſinging GLoxr To 
. GOD. on-Hicn, anD on EarTH Peace To Mx 
or Goo WIL I | . 
hr? r. MOYLAN, 
Dec. 25, 1796. | 2. CG 3 && 
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| bitations, and conſign your honeſt ac, 
| quiſitions, the well-earned fruits of long 
and laborious thrift, your virtuous ma- 
trons and beloved children, to the ſpoil, _ 
the brutality and butchery of a famiſh- 
ing, licentious and inveterate ſoldiery, 
_ culled for their pre-eminence in crimes 
from the goals and gallies of France, 
and recently ſchooled in the enſanguin- 
ed, deſolated and ſmoaking ruins of La 
Vendée. Whether the French Rulers 
have reaſon to thank their Parricide Cor- 
reſpondents for belying the purity of our 
Country, for their confident aſſurance 
that Ireland was impatient for French 
*Liberty—that is, to league with ruin 
and embrace death—let the preſent tri- 
umph and univerſal glow of patriotiſm 
and loyalty decide. But allow me to 


5 expreſs 


* Licence hay mean a . cry n 
For who loves that muſt firſt be wiſe and good. 


| Mi1LTO0N; 
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expreſs an earneſt and anxious hope, 
that the Magiſtracy and all good ſub- 
| jets may not be deluded by the preſent 
- Mattering Calm, but that they continue 
to watch, with jealous vigilance, all ſuſ- 
pected Individuals and Aſſociations. In 
the beſt conſtituted Communities there 
will always be found men of ſplenetic 
and malignant minds, or ſurfeited by 
too much happineſs, or intoxicated by 
ſudden proſperity, or having no pro- 
perty or character to loſe, who eagerly 
pant for Change, are ready to overturn 
the venerable fabric of Government, 
and labour to ſpread their own conta- 
gion amongſt a happy and contented 
people. The old and flimſy veil under 
which theſe Innovating Spirits cloak 
their pernicious purpoſe, is Parliamen- 
tary Reform. When the Houſe is on 
fire, they refuſe to join in extinguiſhing. 
the flames, until a certain Chamber, 
which in their wiſe and profound con- 
D ceit 


rome. * — 


—— uw 6 a. ˙ — — ———ů— 


*. 


_— 
4 n 
— 
"> 


* — — — 
* % EA - > cw Dal . a Yor RT * V 
= = _ — ow < 4s 2 2 2 — 


— 
= \ 


5 r 
zs ill · canſtructed. ſhall be altered 


3 to their taſte. But whateyer 


they profeſs, there ſeems no violence in 
ſuſpecting that the object of ſuch Pro- 
jectors is the deſtruction of the whole 


Building, and not the improvement of 


any part -thoſe cold-blooded Reformers, 
whoſe Loyalty muſt be purchaſed, who 
in the hour of danger would *capitulate 

and parley with their Country, and muſt 
make their Bargain even when the Ene- 


my is in your -Harbours !---If there be 
men among us ſurrounded with all the 


means of human happineſs ; ſafe in their 
perſons, ſecure in their property, in the 
full fruition of every ſpecies of rational 
and ſocial liberty, who yet are diſcon- 
tented and complain—if there be men, 
who anne IF the Ry n of 

| to 

See the Reſolutions and 3 of the 
Inhabitants of Belfaſt the 2d Inſtant, (Counſelloy 


Sampſon hv eee 


Star of the ad and Gth Inſt. 
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the Sun, * no other r 
ing light but to diſoover the ſpots upon 
his glorious Diſk—I can only pity la- 
mentation ſo unfounded, and oe α“ͥ - 
tion ſo unprofitable and unavailing. Be 
it our ſtudy to cheriſh with a jealous 
care, a Conſtitution, our protection and 
pride, the parent of every civil bleſſing, 
and which it would be our n * 
n to ſurvive. i 


. But in vain bas all this 8 of 
bounty been beſtowed upon us, unleſs 
we turn with grateful hearts to HIM 
from whom it flows; unleſs impreſſed 
with a deep and laſting ſenſe thereof, 
we allow it to mingle with our lives, and 
colour all our conduct —but above all, 
unleſs. we reſolve to cling faſt by that 
ſacred Revelation of the Divine Will, 
which is the beſt conſolation under miſ— 
fortune in this world, and the ſtrong an- 
chor of our hope in the next. It is an im- 
perious 


( 26 ) 

perious duty upon men of your condition 
and influence to promote, by example 
and admonition, among the inferior 
claſſes of the people, the practice of in- 
duſtry and temperance, a willing obedi- 
ence to the laws, and all the moral and 
religious virtues. The Prevention of 
crimes is far more lovely and acceptable | 
in the ſight of God than the Puniſhment. 
Virtue and Happineſs go hand. i in hand 
even in this life; and depend upon this 
as a political axiom, that the greater 
| the ſtock of individual virtue in any 
State, the happier will be the general 

* of that State. 
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„ 8 Fe ſureſt a pledge which 

I know for public order, perſonal ſecu- 
| rity, and univerſal- happineſs, is to be 
found in that divine compendium of 
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couNTY OF DUBLIN, 


AT THE QUARTER SESSIONS of the PEACE, 
" HELD Ar KILMAINHAM, 


On Tagen the 25h of April, 1797, 
By ROBERT DAY, Es d. M. P. 


Ons or His MajzsTY's CounsEL LEARNED IN THE- 


Law, AND CHAIRMAN OF THE SAID CounTr. 


Publiſhed at the requeſt of the High | 


Sheriff, Magiſtrates and Grand Jury, 


"DUBLIN: 


N By RICHARD EDWARD” MERCIER and CO, 
BooxstLLERs Tro THE Hon. SocieTY or King's-Inxs, 
Ap ro BE sol AT THEIR Stors iu Tut New 
 CounTs, AND No. 31, ANGLESEA-STREET. - 
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the 25th f April, 1797, 
25 ROBERT DAY, Egg. CHAIRMAN, We. 
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We: beg leave to expreſs our warmeſt approda- 
rion of your Charge this day delivered to the Grand 
Jury. Accept our lincere acknowledgments ; and 
ſuffer us to ſay, chat an Addreſs 0 replete Bo 


- content” information, ſo well calculated to 


awaken the Infatuated to a ſenſe of the bleſſings 
attending Social Order, and to de ol deluded 
Countrymen from impending deſtruction to loyalty, 
peace and n, cannot be too generally pro- 
. | mulgated. 
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with a grateful and juſt ſenſe of their importance 
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Gentlemen of the Grand Jury! 


0 — ate called together to bear your 
part in diſpenſing Criminal Juſtice to 
your County. Tou are called together, 
to co-operate with the other component 
members of this Tribunal in adminiſ- 
tering the beſt ſyſtem of Criminal Ju- 
riſprudence, which the wit of man has 

ever been able to deviſe: that mild 
and benign Syſtem, which from the 
- catlieft ages of antiquity hath diſtin- 

guiſhed and exalted the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution and 9 e all others 
B where 


pu o innocence wee diſappoint 
malice, corruption, prejudice, and every 
other evil aſfection of the miad here 
twenty four honeſt reſponſible Neigh- 
bours, above all exception, muſt be fully 
fatisfied in Their "conſcienices that the 
| Accuſed is Guilty, and muſt Unani- | 
mouſly,and upon their Oaths, pronounce 
him d Where tlie Small man is heard 
as ee as the 1 no 
man is . rank, or feared 


duet ip deeply — wich tbe im 
portance of the Office, which he has juſt 
undertaken. The nature. of that, Of- 
| tice and the true character of 4 Juro: 
wen be ſummed up in a few words. 


To be a Juror, is to be the Guardian of 

 Ingocence, the Avenger of Guilt, .s 

Hun ö the moſt perfect 
Organ 


49» ; 


oe of ® Truth: To ben Juror, is to 
be the beſt Benefn dor af the People, tht = 
beſt Preſerver of their public and perſo+ 
nal Rights. It is, to defend the Conſti- 
tution alike againft anarchy and arbi- 
trary power; againſt the filent and 
undermining eneroachments of the Mo- 
nareh on the one hand, and on the other 
againſt the boiſterons and oyerbearing 
encroactiments of the Many. In n 
word, next to the Eegiſlative Truſt 
there furely is no other which concerns 
more effentially the well-being of the 
State than that of Juries. It is 

Fore much to be wondered at, that ſo 
many Gentlemen of education and pro- 
perty in our County make ſo much 
difficulty in ſerving upon the de On am 
Commiſſion Grand Juries. Can their 
time _ trouble * nm re not 
1 L65P) Mul 90 


a4 And theeor the tener. — 
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— In truth this relus 
tatice* is a ſerious public misfortune, 
betauſe every man, in p portion to his 
ſtake in the community and the eulti. 
vated ſtate of his mind, is moſt likely to 
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feel the weight of that Truſt ;--moſt 


likely on the one hand to reſiſt with 
firmneſs the undue interference of 
Power ; on the other hand to promote a 
te verence for the Laws; by a ſtrict and 
ſcrupulous execution of them. without 
Which the fruits of honeſt induſtry and 
every other bleſſing of Social Life muſt 
Ever be precatious . Surely thoſe men 
ate but ill intitled to the proud pri- 


Vileges of a'Britiſh Subject, who de- 


eline to take their ſhare in the public 
duties which are but the price we pay 
for thoſe privileges; and which, how- 


ver burdenſome, are the ſureſt means of 
Maintaining us in the undiſturbed en- 


2 / na ef our moſt | 
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the pains which are taken to difparage 
the whole. frame of our Legiſlature, and 
to render it diſguſting and odious in tho 


eyes of the people 2 


which we have thus bappily flouriſbedd 
are Wee eee uajutt. unequal. and 


corrupt, partial and ſanguinary. Ma. 
giſtrates are calumniated and vilified, 
from the moſt exalted and venerable, 
down to (thoſe of the moſt 4 
functions. The iron reign of Bigotry, 
with its horrid train of intolerance difs 
union and. religious rancour is preachedd 
up and fervently inculcated ; the n. 
Jightened and happy progreſs of National 
Union is arreſted in it's moſt e 
** in the fond and ulceptitk f 
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% ton of Chriſt's Body: if he ſtill continue chi- 
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bits of *.cducation and carly. fell 
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5 3 Remonſtrate wich any 1 vho will be.ſo 
& criminal a as to o expoſe his offspring to thoſe places 


hy nate nate, denounce him to the Church, that accord- 
4 Ing to Chriſt's commandment be be condered a 
hn eee inborn] e ee 
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"ch is ; the liberal language of One, by "ho thro” a 
whole page affects to inculcate liberality—of One, 
whom the Government recalled'to his Country, am 
elected to prefide over the education of the Roman 
Catholie Youth, now deſtined by this Anathemia to 


de immured inexclubivre Seminaries, and trained up 


in uncfaritable and unchriſtian ſentiments of their, 


- ProveRant Brethren in return for their frank and 
. 22 ee ee er en 
po Ü re 1 S E 3 : IT ; NY 99 3 * 4 


Viſcount Dillon, an ardent 0 4 70 Catholie 


Equalization, and who in common with every other 


friend-to che meaſure muſt lament the indiſcretion 
of 


An 3 


{6 . 28 
the moſt ſacred of our Eſtabliſhments is 
inſulted and libelled; even the fidelity of 
dur brave and loyal Soldiery is practiſed 
upon—that implicit ſubmiſſion to autho- 
T rity which is the main-ſpririg of the Mi- 
| itary Machine, the Soldier's firſt and pa- 
rumount duty, without which an Army 
becomes a Rabble, formidable only to 
"thoſe: who pay it—by a Miniſter of 
"Peace ; bending under the favour of that 
Government whoſe main pillars he thus, 
with a boldneſs beyond all parallel, at- 
tempts to ſhake. The moſt abominable 
Lochner touching . — 


2g this too 1 UA a Fe highly | 
us indebted to the Government, and placed at the 
* dendef a Seminary inſtituted under it's auſploes,” 


tion, 


nts ally ae in the moſt ert 
vrho are too ignorant to foreſte the prat- 
tical mim from ſuch Pow 
— ate this wel! "likely to prove 
the dupes as well as the inſtruments of 
them. tet d e 3 5845 
BN EF "pf WM: OOO 1 60 ney! "Wer: . 
then if ſuch m 
Ai producedan 
— Wonder if it cohſtint 

| bets. If the great props and buttreſſes 
ol the State be thus ofailed wich iurn- 


TT 3 l 
diſguiſe ;' if the People be infibuRed te 
. — 


— ——— 
ths: oy Power bath loſt all en 8 | 


ities in — North at — — 
fickens; and to whoſe active and ſweep- 
ing progreſs: our mild and merciful 
Code of Criminal Juriſprudence is in 
vain oppoſed. | Hence proceeds that 
alarming ferment which convulfes the 
moſt flouriſhing, ard once the moſt in- 
duſtrious quarter of the Kingdom, and 
which ſo londly called upon Parliament 
for ſtrong and extraordinary meaſures, 
proportioned to the: extreme emergency 
auck danger of the times. - Among others 
eu pe hn I mee 
h of Fatliament; nod as it is poſhble that. 
our Magiſtracy i in the conflict woe Trea- 

fon 


( 13 ) 
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you and to 1 2 . e er 


, 


_ — AG rh AadiNG: 
tering of an Oath importing to bind the 


| perſon taking it to be of any ſeditious 


Aſſociation, or to obey. the rules of any 
unlawful Committee or the commands 
of any unlawful Leader, or not to give 
evidence againſt any Confederate, is 

made a * Felony of Death; and the 
Taking any ſuch Oath is ſubjected to 
Franſportation for Life. And furely no 
good Subject who knows that the ſcope 
and * of theſe o is mn 


r the e eee 

who ſhall adminifter or tender an Unlawful 
Onth. may, be Tranſported for life z. and the perſon 
690g &e for 7 your. 1 5 


C 2 leſs 
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"Gut pew Ginn thew — that e FER 
laid Conſpiracy now notoriouſly ae 

ing for a general Inſurrection, will think 
_ that any puniſhment known to our law 
can be too rigorous for them. This pro- 
viſion is General, and extends to the 
whole Kingdom. Then come certain 
Local Clauſes applicable only to Pro- 
claimed Diſtricts. A power is given to 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council, upon 
the repreſentation of ſeyen Magiſtrates 
in Special Seffion - aſſembled, to declare 
by proclamation any County or Diſtrict 
to be in a ſtate of diſturbance; and 
thereypon a ſummary juriſdiction over- 
all LAle and diſorderly perſons in that Diſ- 
trict veſts in the Magiſtracy—analogous 
to, but very ſhort of, the permanent 
powers given over ſuch offenders to @ 
le Magiſtrate in England. From the 
_"earheſt dawn of a Police i in the Siſter | 
VVG 3 


. 


erciſing⸗ — — 
Wees of Vagrant and Diſorderly per- 
ſon. Idleneſs had ever been conſidered 
by that wiſe and provident people, an 
high offence againſt public cxconomy and 
good government, involving in truth the 
elements and ſeminal principle of all 
crimes ;. and. conceiving every reſtraint 

impoſed upon theſe enemies of the pub- 
lic weal to be an enlargement, not a con- 
traction, of Civil Liberty, they inveſt- 
ed the Juſtioes with a ſummary. juriſdic- 
tion over them. Accoxdingly in Eng- 
land a fngle Magiſtrate is authorized to 
wem e Rane to: ze core 


2 FRI 22 K. 8. e e pe al yy 

and enacted. here, b 33 H. 8. 15 Ir. Stat. 

That Engliſh Act and ſeveral ſubſequen t ſtatutes ure. | 
repealed by the 17 G. 2. 5, and their principal pro- 

| 'vifions are incorporated with much new matter in 

that Statute, which is now che operating Law in 

En * upon all Idle and Diforderly pen. 


» 


| Regulating Captain for the Navy. And 


 & 


El phat; or to ſend into his Mas 
jeſty s. ſervice, all Idle and Diforderly 
perſons, Rogyes and Vagabonds accord- 
ing to the degree of their delinquency. 


But the Inſurrection Act commits no 


powerof impriſonment or of corporal diſ. 
cipline to our Magiſtrates; no leſs than 
wo have any juriſdiction, from whom an 
Appeal lieh wo the Quarter-Seffious ; and 
in caſe of conviction the Magiftrates can 
only tranſmit the offender to the next 


the A deſcribes diſtindly who ſhall be 
deemed Jdle and Diſorderly Perſons —all 
who take unlawful and ſeditious oaths, 
and who are already tranſportable for 
life ; all who haye no viſible means of 
ſubſiſtence, and who alſo are already 


trap portable: all who in the diſturbed 
diſtricts aſſemble tumpituouſiy ; in the 
day, or are found aſſembled in publie 
bouſes at unſeaſonable hours in the 
night s all who hawk or diſperſe ſediti- 


ous 


„ 
higher ordey, are the Ile and Diſorderly 
perſons, upon whom this Act attaches, 
and who upon conviction are liable to 
be impreſſed. Thus by a happy proceſs 
good is extracted from evil, nutriment 
from poiſon ; the crimes of Individuals 
ae converted to the benefit of the State. 
and thoſe MalefaQors who conſpire the 
ſubverſion of Government are 2 
n it's defence. 7 


0 „ ent this ee you 
2 that the Engliſh authority and 
Statute-book not only fully warrant, but 
go conſiderably beyond it.—If the Crowẽn 
in war- time can force the gallant and 
generous Sailor from his fireſide and fa- 
mily. without the formality of trial or 
pretence of delinquency, into the ſervice 
of his Country; if ſtate neceſſity and 
public policy can warrant the exerciſe of 


* 


62 


a2n-vuthority ſo harſh and ſummary ver 
the beſt claſs of our fellow. ſubjects; 
What claim to milder treatment "have 


öf a conduẽt bordering upon Treaſon? 
Surely if ever a juſt occaſion aroſe for 
Fuſpending the Trial by Jury, it is in 
the caſe of Miſcreants who ſyſtematically 
aſfaſſinate Witneſſes, Jurors, and Ma- 
Siſtrates, for their zeal in the public ſet- 


morial and ſacred Depoſitary of our Li- 
berties incompetent to the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. It is the public boaſt of theſe 
CHalpiretos that they can murder aſter 
itt Geband vw, that h 
fatal Tucceſs of demoeratie phrenzy at 


| this day i in the diſturbed Counties cannot 
effectually be encounter d by the flow 
and ordinary proceſs of the Law. The 


om of Civil _—_— are framed to reſ- 


FR" | train 


3 C2 3 
train ſuch offences only as the ordinary 
ſtate of Civil Society is expoſed: to; and 
not in the vain and fly: hope of :ſftem- 
ming anarchy,” and inſurretion, and all 
the enormities incidental to a ſtate of 
| e e Ee In Englarid, where 


the principles of true and rational Free- 
dom are well underſtood and felt, the 
great end and objects of Civil Society, 
which are the Security of perſons and 
property, are never left unprovided for 
wa ee and . the * 


7 A PP CIs Writer, 3 bias 3 
not to arbitrary power, obſerves, .< that very ſtrict 
* notions of Liberty may be unfavourable to a great | 
41 degree of perſonal Security. It is no doubt a ca- 
« pital advantage that our lives, liberties and pro- 
« perties are not at the mercy of Hen, and that they 
5 ean not be deprived of them but by expreſs Law 
« rigorouſly conſtrued. Hence the proof of a Crime 
« is ſo difficult that many Criminals Eſcape for one 
« who Suffers. © Thus the chance of impunity is ſo 
1 great, that there is too much encouragement for 
Crimes. Prieſtle s LeQ. on Hiſt. L. 47. 
5 by ſent 


. 
ſent auful times have given birth in 
that kingddm to Kronger meaſures than 
the Inſſurrection Act to the the ſuſpenſion 
bf the Habeas Cor pus Aa, which we 
have ſince adopted, the multiplication | 
of 'Treaſons, a conſiderable enlargement 
of the ſonimary jurisdiftion' of Magiſ- 
trates, and a very ſtrict tegulation. of 
the right of petitioning. Thus then 
this temporary Statute, however it may 
depart from the line of the Conſtitu 
tion, ſtands well excuſed not only by 
the preſſure of the times, but by the 
permanent Law and general policy of 
the f freeſt nation in the world; 
"Gentlemen, the preſent awful ifs 
calls for the beſt exertions and energies 
of us all in our ſeveral ſtations. The 


a High Sheriff e as principal Conſervator of 


a the Peace 3 in his Bailiwick, is bound to 
Watch eyery ſpark as it riſes, and to ex- 
 inguiſh it before it kindle into a flame. 
The Conſtitution has committed to him 


(\ © }; 


and with it ample means for ſuppreſſing 
tumult and preſerving the public peace. 
He is authorized upon any emergency to 
call out the Power of his County, that 
is, every male from 16 to 66, and they 
are bound on ſummons to attend him 
well armed, at the peril of being fined 
and impriſoned. Thus olothed with 
adequate power, the law very properly 
holds the Sheriff Iponflble for the pub- 
lic tranquility; and cafes are not want- 
ing of chief officerg being brought to a 
ſevere account for neglecting that im- 
portant duty. — 80 alſo the Magi. 
trates are armed with ample powers for 
the like purpoſe, and the County ex- 
pects at this Juncture the vigilant and 
active exerciſe of thoſe powers.” In 


particular let it be their ſpecial care, as 
it is their bounden duty, to diſperſe all 
Unlawfol Aſſemblies, whether under co- 
Jour of 8 or any other pretenee, 


air | calculated 


pire the ted. WY cnfidelion, 
and the: woell-difpoſed. with juſt alarm 
and diſmay. Let it alſo be heir care 
to. take up every ſuſpiclbas Stranger, 
aulking through their Jutiſdiction, to 
| examine him ſtrictly and upon oath as 
to the object and motive of his viſit ; 5 
aud if he can nat. give full ſatisfaction, 
to commit him till he find ſecurity for 
his good behawiour. If the contagion 
has in any degree reached our County, 
an Karly and - manly - exertion of the 
Civil Power will give us the beſt chance 
3 that malignant ſpirit, Which, 
if neglectec nothing can extinguiſh hut 
the blood. of our Fellow- Subjects. Let 
the Magiſtracy remember the aug. 
cent proviſion-which the Legiſlature, re: 
cording the obligations and ſenſibility 
of a gtateful Nation, bath beſtowed 
upon the families of thoſe virtuous Juſ- 
tiges of the — periſhed in 


aſſerting g 


x Cad ** 
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aſſerting: alle; Laws of their Count 

thoſe intrepid Martyrs to Civil e; a 
who have been butchered by the bloody 
hands: of remorſeleſs 'Traitors-With* 
ſpe to the Criminal Tribunals of this 
e Truſt that they will not be 
found to ſlumber on their poſts at a mo- 
ment big with the fate of Ireland. For 
| myſelf, G Gentlemen, I feel it to he my firſt 
duty, one to which I have devoted my. 
ſelf;;to cooperate by all the means in 
my power to the tranquility and good 
order of our County. Placed in the 
Chair of the Capital County of the 
Kingdom, I ſhall never ceaſe while 
J have the honour to occupy this van- 
tage ground, to ſound the alarm, and 
proclaim the approach of danger to the 
Country. Animated by that ſenſe of 
duty to your intereſts and ſolieitude for 
Vour pesce, I give this public notice of 
my determination to hold this Court 
un with effect the Court of Aﬀfize 


2 LIES for 


-throvghant og any ee, | 
decauſe in my mind na meaſute can be 
more effectual to controul: {crimes and 
criminal exceſſes than fpeedy Juſtige. 
The Innocent cannot be too ſpeedily de · 
livered, nor the Guilty too ſpeedily: pu- 
Piſhed-—With reſpect to you Gentle. 
men, I have no doubt that as: Gum. 
Jurors you will do your duty as becomes 
2 ſubjects and honeſt men ; faithful 
to your King, yaur country and your: 
ſelves. It has been ſaid by a ſplendid 
and enlightened “ Stat man, alluding 
to the State Trials of 1794 in another 
kingdom, That public proſecutions 
4 were become little better than ſchools 
for treaſon; of na uſe but to inſtruct 
, Criminals in the dexterity of evaſion; 
0 er ta nN b im- 
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x punity men may oonſpire . ths 
% Commionwedith”:»Sugely Gentlemen 
erer abe lein Well fink: ſo deep a8 4 
teach and tinge bur Iuris, the! triumph 
of Treafon will be then complete; this 
indeed: would-be the gonſummation | 
all mura -as well as civil deptavity and 
deſperation.: If the laws, Which are 

made for our ſecurity, become inopera- 
tive, through the corruption of thoſe 
who: ave intruſted with their execution, 
all obr rights and liberties, all the ſafe- 
guards of petſons and property muſt give 
way to the diſorganizing ſyſtem of the 
day; and our boaſjed inſtitution, the 
Trial by jury, inſtead of being as it is 
ourfirtBlefling, FT become a Curſe. 

In the ſouhdeft Political as well as in 

Natural Bodies there will be found oo- 

eafionally ſome' ſour and noxious hu- 

mours, which feſter and rankle, and in 

fpite of the wiſeſt regimen will ſome- 

times break out into ſerious beats and 
diſorders. 


— 
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diſvtders, But tlie evil, even when moſt 
| alarming; can never be deemed incura- 
ble; the Commonwealth muſt never be 
deſpaired of; as long as Juries, impreſſed 
with a teligious reverence for their Oaths 
and à deep ſenſe of the tranſcendent 
Truſt repoſed in them, purſue untaint- 
ed the even tenour of their duty; as 
long as Juries, uncorrupted by wealth 
or power, unſeduced by faction, undiſ- 
mayed by ſedition, menace or danger, 
acquit themſelves in the face of God and 
of their Country, with courage, iid 
* an inviolable me to TOES. | 


But it 1s * in 5 official 4 
| that Jam now moſt anxious to addreſs 
you, As gentlemen of conſideration and 
property in your County, embarked 
with your families and all your deareſt 
concerns in the ſame. veſſel with your 
Country, let me conjure you to look be- 
e the walls of your Grandjury 


* room, 
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room, and to ſurvey the dur "didbs OY 
which” furround us. Never ſurely. 64 
fore this magazine of moral plague was 
opened upon the world, never till this 
Tuinous and accurſed trade of Politics 
had ſuperſeded every other trade, did 
any Country ad vance with ſuch ſwift 
career in the race of cultivation and 
proſperity as Ireland. Looking into the 
Grandjury Box I cannot forget that the 
Conſtitution happily had been commu- 
nicated to every Sect and Perſuaſion in 
our Country, that Religious diſtinctions 
no longer divided our People; and that 
as experience ſhall juſtify the liberality 
of Parliament, a perfect Political Equa- 
lity will bleſs without diſtihction the 
whole Community. Cor e agri- 
culture and manufactures had © burſt 
their cearments,” and revived amongſt 
us ; the face of the whole Iſland, but of 
that part moſt of all which now heaves 
with diſcontent, ſmiled with plenty, « en- 
E _ creaſing 
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e population and every uſeful and 
elegant improvement; even that war, 
which impoveriſhed and exhauſted Eu- 
rope,* wafted treaſure to our ſhores, 
and promoted enterprize amongſt our 
Countrymen; and we felt through all 
the claſſes of our people the rapid pro- 
greſs of comfort, independence and ci- 
vilization. Such hath been the growth 
of this Country within the memory of 
the youngeſt of you ; let the Incendiary 
miſrepreſent and inflame as he may, 
ſuch could be the offspring only of wiſe 
Laws and of an cnlightened Legiſlature. 
— Now: look upon this picture, and 

on this,” Turn your eyes to the de- 
ſolation which now reigns through Ul- 
ſer, which approaches our own frontier 
with haſty ſtrides, and may wrap our 
County in calamities unutterable, if not 
ſpeedily eee by wwe moſt WO 
8 5 de ge eee. 4 

| e 
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ed precautions. Mark the cont 
evils; the pillage; burglaries, burnings 
and aſſaſſinations, which disfigure the 
whole face of that fair and once happy 
province, tarniſhing the national charac- 
ter hitherto ſo famed for every humane, 
generous and manly ſentiment. Whence 
this frightful change, this ſudden and 
incredible revolution in the temper of 
that diſtracted Province? Is all this laid 
in the character and natnral propenſities 
of Ireland? Aſk the ſimple and unadul- 
terated Peaſant of the South and Weſt 
that queſtion—aſk their inſtantaneous, 

generous emotion npon the late Invaſi- 
on that inſtinctive impulſe which is the 
Voice of Nature and which never errs— 
and you will be told with the indignant 
warmth of injured honour, that Treaſon 
is not the characteriſtic of an Iriſhman 
— that Treaſon is not a plant congenial 
to the mild and happy temperature of 
Treland, but a rank and baneful Exotic 
. ö ae. 


men, theſe are the ravages of no meat 


Ci 


Incendiaries leagued with France; theſe 
are the bitter fruits af thoſe peſtilential 
doctrines, which are propagated amongſt 
us with an aſſiduity and zeal beyond all 
example, in daily Publications of every 
ſize; in pamphlets, news- papers and 
hand- bills. The fever is kept up to de- 


lürium, and the infection diffuſed, by 


Committees and Correſponding Aſſocia- 
tions, acting by theſe cheap inflamma- 
tory publications, and by ſecret Miſſio- 
naries and open Profeſſors and Preachers 
ol their infernal Goſpel ; affiliated after 
the faſhion of the Jacobin Clubs, now 
too flagitious and anarchical even for the 
meridian of F Nee: 135 vr, 
i 1 not t theſe 3 6 3 

ciate in our minds the ſolid bleſſings we 

| poſleſs, Loet not the fatal love of Inno- 
vation, | 


bs 


vation, let not the baſe ſuggeſtions of 
Political Fanatics or of bankrupt Revo- 
lution-hunters perſuade us to hazard 
ſubſtantial comfort in purſuit of viſi- 
onary perfection above the lot of Man. 
Let us on the contrary unite in defence 
of thoſe: precious poſſeſſions. The aw- 
ful ſtate of Society at this day and the 
ſerious dangers to which it is expoſed, 
do ſurely impoſe new and imperious du- 
ties upon all the enlightened friends of. 
order and human happineſs, Let us ap- 
ply ourſelves individually and collec- 
tively, in our families, in our neighbour- 
hoods, in our occaſional intercourſes 
with every claſs in the community, to 
expoſe and extirpate thoſe pernicious. 
principles in which the Evil has origi- 
nated, and which in few Countries have 
_ diffuſed their poiſon more widely than 
in this. Let the Virtuous and the Wiſe, 
the friends of order and rational free- 
dom, of e property and a govern- 
ment 


dir, 8 me of * Coun- 
try. Let us rally round that i 
tion whoſe excellence we trace from the 
: practical bleſſings it beſtows ; reſolving 
| to deliver it and our diſhonoured Coun- 
try from the ſacri 
or periſh in the ruins. 
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